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To the W orſhipful and well 
beloved the Inhabitants of 


SHERINGTON, in the 
County of Bu c « s, Grace 
and Peace. 


My Dear Friends. 


Fter more than twenty 
years Converſation 
with you in the ſame 
 Rehation which as 
yet I bold ; Divine 
Providence hath at length givenme 
4 fair occaſion, to let you know how 
much I walxe you. It cannot be we- 
ry long before a ſilent,and a ſenſeleſs 
night overtake me; and that I nr a 
my bed in the dufi : That there 
may be ſome remembrance, not 0 
me, for who, or what amT? But of 
that Doftirine , whith I have ad-. 


A wvanced 
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wanced among you, or endeavoured 
ſo to do (begun already to he wif” re- 
ported by: ſome ) which is-no other 
than univerſal Goodneſs, or Ver- 
tue, 4 Righteouſneſs in the lives of 
men; or, to uſe St. Paul's words to 
Titus, The denial of all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, and a 
Sober, Righteous , or Godly life 
1n this preſent World : the ſcope 
and deſign of that ſovereign Good- 
neſs of God, which hath appears 
ed unto us in the Goſpel of 

A diſtribution of our 
prehending all. the (0 
our part,.in that Cow | 
ted and tranſacied between God 
and Man, by the Man Chri$t Jeſus, 
well expreſſed by a late Perſon of 
Honour ; replying to. that object 
on, That Chriſtian Docrine 3s not 
. 4 Speculative knowledge, inſtituted 
" for delight ;. but. it is an Art-of 
{iving, 4 Rule of attaining Ever- 
laſting blifs 3 worders tg hear that 


learn« 


Inhabitants of $ berrington: 
learned Gentleman ſay ſo, whoſe 
Religion conſis of ſo many points, 
no ways reducible into praGice ; 
and then confeſſeth, nay. contends, 
That Chriſtian Religion is a Co- 
venant between God and Man, 
by the entermiſe of Chriſt ; that 
we Chriſtians are properly con- 
cern'd but in the knowledge of 
what are the Conditions, and Re- 
wards propoſed and promiſed; 
what we are to oblerve, and what 
to hope for ; and ſo far forth to 
underſtand the Nature and Attri- 
butes of the Maker and Meſlen- 
ger of that Covenant, as may 
make us fully affured of rhe truths 
of the Threats and Promiſes con- 
tained therein. So that Noble 
Aathour. Now becauſe there are 
ſome imaginations which do wene- 
mently impede and hinder this Pt- 
ety, and dereliftion of all babitual 
and enftomary fon- 1 It carcely permite 
ting bim that retains an4 under- 
A 2 ſtands 
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ſtands them, entirely to forſakg 


them, I hawe often endeavoured to 
remove ſuch ſtumbling ſtones out of 
the way of your Chriftian race. 
Such are their miſtakes concerning 
Gods Decrees, Liberty of hu- 
mane minds, our Juſtification be- 
fore God, and ſome others. And 
what Chriſtian incumbent on the 


fludy of Vertue, and ſeriouſly con- 


tertding for a blefled Immortality, 
but may perceive great eaſe in his 
underſtanding, and great incourage- 
ment in bis ſaid endeavours from 
a clear and diſtin& explication and 
defence of the Truth in the Arti- 
cles before mentioned? If God's 
Decrees be irre{peCtive, then is all 
endeavour and follicitude ſuper- 


fluous ; If Chrift died only for a 


few, 'tis no duty uponall to beliewe 
in him , If men have no Wills, 


Deus peſſibilta they can bave no fins, for want of 


mandauit,hoc h —— 
«uli dubium a Subject ; If Chriſt's Precepts be 
eſt.St,Hicron. . 1 

adv. Pelag. 1,3 


impoſlible, they are unneceſlary 3 


If 
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If to live in fins again} convifli- 
on of Conſcience be the m:aſure of 
Regeneration, tzs wery eaſee to be 
born again. 

If the Ele cannot fall a vay,and 
the reſt never flood, all diſcourſe 
again$t Apoftacy is idle and uſe- 
leis 3 If apprehenſion of Chrivi's 
Merits in the laſt moments of our 
lives, and ſorrow for ſin against 
God deth forthwith tranſlate us in- 
to the Kingdom of his dear Son ; 
No manneeds difſeryve here, or 1n- 
habit hereafter the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs. 

What Dofirine more grateful to 
fleſh and blood ? to the Senſualiſt, 
that embraces an Herodias , or a 
Dalilah ; to the Mammoniſt, who 
bas purloined the Baby loniſh Gar- 
ment, or the Golden Wedge to 
the Airy Cameleon, which feeds 
on the foul and infefious breath of 
the Populacy , to the idle Sluggard, 
who frights himſelf with the 
"A 3 thoughts 
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thoughts of a Bear or a Lion in the 
way. Who ſees not, how ſuch ſur- 
miſes do not only evacuate the force 
and wertne, but quite fruſtrate the 
uſe of the Miniſtery of the Word, 
rendering it incapable of convert- 
ing the Infidel, correcting of the 
Carnal, quickening of the Sloth- 
full, and of comforting the tempt- 
ed and afflicted? As you may ſee 
it piouſly and ingenionſly ampli- 
ed and. demon$trated in the Exa- 
mination of Tilenus. So that you 
may perceive, it was no wantonneſs 
of wit, or parts ( as ſome will have 
zt ) but very important, yea indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity (if Iwould adorn 
that conduG and guidance of Souls 
which I have undertaken ) that did 
conſtrain me to remove thoſe im- 
pediments out of the way of our 
Chriſtian obedience. 
If The told, that ſuch who have 
ſwallowed whole the Dofirine of 
Dort and Geneva, live goed lives, 


and 
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and comport with the Laws of the 
Holy jeſus, I anſwer, peradwen- 
ture it xray be ſo. Although Deaths 
and Exiles, ſo cruelly inflicied up- 
on excellent men, may entitle then 
to the CharaSter of loving God, and 
hating .their Neighbour with all 
their heart. Who doth not obſerve 
the partulity of their obedience; 
that the FaStions bawe their Ver- 
tues and their Vices? Tea, if ſome 
duller heads live better lives than 
their Principles oblige them to, yet 
others who are wicked and witty 
too, defie all diſcourſe to reform 
them, and refuſe to forſake thele 
Altars where they bave taken San- 
nary. Our daily experience aſſures 
1us,that the follies and debaucheries 
of men are aſcribed to Fate and 
divine Decrees. Nor can I conceive 
how many men of competent under- 
ſtandings, without the help of theſe 
ſo uſeful Engins of ſinand folly, 
can reconcile in themſelves great 
A 4 1110s 
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immoralities, with great profeſſions 
of Religion. No, no, let's not add 
to the difficulties front within, and 

rom without , theſe needleſs, 


theſ e fooliſh obſtruGons of our pur- 


ſuit of a bleſſed Immortality. But 


T ſay not theſe things, my Friends, 
for your ſakes, ſo much as for theirs 
who(neither knowing what I teach, 
nor you learn ) uncharitably think 
all manner of evil. TI ſhall ſay no 
more, but mo$t vehemently beſeech 
you, as you will anſwer it in the 
day of Judgment (when you ſhall 
be proceeded with, by that man 
whom God bath appointed to judg 
the World,according to your works, 
not according to your opinions ) 
that your lives and converſations 
in the World be agreable to your 
knowledge , and that if you know 
the tenour of the new Covenant, 
you would obſerve your parts of it ; 
that you would give juſt, and bur 
juſt reſfg&s to Truth, knowing that 

% the 


Inhabitants of Sherrington. 


the peace of God is more worth 
than notion, knowledge , or un- 
derſtanding. And that together 
with the verity, you wonld confi- 
der the neceſſity of every Propoſe- 
tion; it being in the judgement of 
the learnedſt of our Kings, toge- 
ther with his excellent Amanuen- 
fis, and of all Royal and Majeſtick 
minds, not barely the be$, but the 
only expedient to preſerve the u- 
nity of the Spirit, (1. e. Church, 
which is a ſpiritual body) in the 
bond of peace. 

That you would ſeclude neither 
your ſelves nor others out of the 
Commmnion of the Church ; but for 
ſuch cauſes as you have wery full 
& rational aſſurance will ſhut them, 
or your ſelves, out of the Kingdom 
of Heawen. Excommunication,if the 
Churches proceedings be clave non 
errante, being ſ\ummum futuri ju- 
dicii- przjudicium, a vehement 
preſumption of ſucceeding con- 
demnation. That 


Mat.7.21. 
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That in your daily reading of the 


n_ holy Scriptures ( whoſe perfeQion 


and perſpicuity .iz all neceflary 
Articles, I have been wont to in- 
culcateto you) you would carefully 
colle&} all the inſtances of your duty 
towards God , your Neighbour, 


your ſerves, in all your relations 
to the; Civil and, Sacred Societies 


whereof you are conſtituent parts; 
and that you would. acquaint your 


ſe elues with the arguments and mo- 


tives: with which our Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt , together with the 
bleſſed Apoſtles and Evangelilſts 
do endeavour to induce you to the 
obſervation of them. _ And then 
remember that not every one who 
ſhall ſay Lord, Lord, 'ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven,bur 
he that doth the will of the Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. 

All. Controverſies 1n Religion T1 
would wiſh you to decline, by reaſon 
of the great damage which has there. 


by 
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by accrned to Religion, through the 
weak meſnagery, and defence of 
it,and to Religionilſts, by leavening 
their ſpirits with pride,peeviſhneſs,” 
and paſſions ; and ſo that which 
was deſigned by God to ſerve the 
wobleFi ends of man, 


Fs by chat old deceiver's ſubrile 
play, 

Made the chief party in its own 
decay | 
And meets that Eagles deftiny, 

whole breaſt 
Felt the ſame ſhaft which his own 
feathers dreſt. 


As the matchlefs Orinda fings. 
Conſider much the magnificent 
Commendations and CharaGers 
which St. Paul gives to Charity, 1 Cor.13- 
Let it beconſpicuons in all the a- 
Ciions of your lives. 
T1 fhall ſumm up all 1 ſhall now 
ſay to you in theſe 12. Rules of 


al 
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Dr.Fer.Toywr. 22 holy Life, laid down by a wor- 
thy Prelat. 


1. Believe all the Articles of 
that Faith whereinto you were Ba- 
ptrized. 

2. Worſhip God conſtantly 
with Natural Religion, z. e. 
Prayers , Praiſes and Thank(- 
giving. 

3. Take all opportunities to 
Commemorate the Death of 
Chriſt, by the participation of his 
Body and Blood. 

4+ Live Chaſtely. 

5. Be Mercitul. 

6. So uſe the World, as 
that it always give place to Du- 
ry 


7. Be Juſt in your Deal- 
ings. 

S. Be Humble in your Spi- 
rits. 

9. Be Obedient to Goyern- 
menr, 


10. Be 
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10. Be Content in your For- 
tunes and Employments. 

11. Let the Love of God 
inflame you to your Duty. 

12, And if you ſhall be af- 
flicted be Patient, and pre- 
pared to ſuffer for the Cauſe of 
Cod. 


Theſe are twelve ſigns of Grace, 
and the man upon whom they are 
found, is the fon of God, as 
ſurely as he is his Creature. 

And now, my Friends, let me 
aſſure you; that it is ſome trouble 
to me, that the fir preſent I 
ſhould make you in this manner 
ſhould be a bundle of Cyprels. 
But ſo our wiſe God would have 
it. I move you not now to fol- 
low her with Crowns and Hymns; 
nor do I underſtand how, nor de- 
| ſreene to prepare the incombuſti- 
ble Oil of the Antients, with 
which 


1500 years. 
Pancerdal. 
Licetus. 
Mancinns, 


s 2 wnrgdy 
mis End au- 
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which 1 might ſupply a Lamp con- 


ecrated to her memory ', which 


might burn. ſo long as that found 


ſome while fince in the Appian 


Way, in the Sepulchre of Tulli- 
ola the Daughter of Cicero, But 
all that I 4 gh, all that I defire, 
is that that which was prepared | 


for. ber Herſe , may adorn your | 


Cloſets : Yea , that you would | 
look npon her, and learn to live, 
and learn to die. In the enſuing 
Papers you hawe the Rule of our 
Religion , and you have an Ex: 
ample too. Follow her ſo far 
as ſhe followed Chriſt 3 and it 
is bard to ſay where ſhe ſtep'd 
aſide, where ſhe ſtayd behind. 
So often. as you ſee the Armories 
of her Parentage , cr your left 
Hands remind you of her Fune- 
rals ; Call to mind a 'great Ex- 
ample of Vertue aud Goodneſs, 
Jo lliſtrions, and Conſpicuons , 
that 
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that there remain'd no doubt but 
only whether the Univerſality , 
or Sincerity of her Obedience was 


the greateſt. 


Vartre ET Sartve Ani1- 
Ma O Anna Ferri 
ciss. Nos Eo Ox- 
pint Quo Naru- 

RA PERMISERIT 


Te SrQuemus. 
— T. L 


C1) 


Rom. 8, 2. 


For the Law of the Spirit of 
life hath made meFree from the Law 
of fin' and death: 


T= Mortality was an Original 
condition of Humane Nature , 
will appear to, him , who ſhall 
conſider theſs ſeven "Obſervations fol- 
lowing. KIN 1 | 

. F. Thatbefore Adam (inned, the pro- | 
creation of man was deſigned; where- 
as, ſuch as ſhall partake of the Reſur- 
re&ion. of the dead; marry not, becauſe 
they donot die. 

'2. That he hungred and was pro-. 
vided of meat 3 whereas Immortality 
needs neither eats nor .the belly 5 God + 
will deſtroy both it and them. 

3. That his Body was animal, which 
St. Part makes all one with vile,corrap- 
tible, and mortal, 

4: That Chriſt Jeſus, who hath taken 
away fin, ,all its force, and puniſhment, 

Eo hath 


x Cor.15, 
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hath yet left his deareſt Saints liable unto 
death. 

5. That the firſt man was of the earth 
earthy, and we, foraſmuch as we die, 
and corrupt , are faid to bear his I- 
mage. _ 

* 6. That God planted a Tree of Life 
in the Gardez, which needed not, if 
man had been created not liable unto 
death. 

”, That all the cauſes of natural mor- 
tality within us, or without us, did ex- 
iſt as well before as after Man had fin-' 
ned. Yet notwithſtanding, fin was the 
way to aFzal death 3 and he the wages 
of it. It being uſual with God to do 


that vpon occaſion, which he hath pow- 

er abſolutely to do; 4. e. to make -uſe 

of the inſtances of his Dominion to 

ſerve other deſigns of his Providence 3 

which help us to underſtand that firſt 

threatning/ 1 the day thou carey thereof 
Yy 


thou ſhalt dlie the death, 1. e. Thy ſtrength 
the tree of lifeſhall begin to 


anguiſh, and fail; Thy Oy! at length ſhall 


be exhauſted, and thy Lamp ſhall be ex« 
tineniſhed. 

Now Death of its own nature being 
eternal, there being naturally no re- 
turn from the privation to the habit 5 
therein muſt man have been detain'd 


for 
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for ever, if our merciful God had not 
found out an expedient to deliver us 


from it, which is by his Sor Jeſws, whom 485 2.36. 


he hath made both Lord and Chriſt ; 


and hath exaltcd to be a Prince and a A. $.31- 


Saviour, to give repentance unto [ſ[rael, 
and forgiveneſs of fins; and by conſe- 
quence, deliverance from death. This 
being that very thing which St. Paul 
ſaith; The Law of the Spirit of Life hath 
made me free from the Law of ſin and 
death. 

Which words are a reaſor,, or rather 
a clearer explication of what he had 
ſaid before, viz. That there is no 
condemnation to them who in Chri 
Jeſus , that is , by Chriſt Teſws, 
walk not after the fleſh but walk af- 
ter the Spirit 1.6. who for the moit part 
do not in their ations follow the dud? 
and guidance of their ſinful appetites , 
but walk, according to that Goſpel which 
the Spirit hath conſigned to ws 3 or that 
Vertnous habit of mind which that Spirit 
hath incenerated inws 5 there is no con- 
demmation to ſuch. This Law of the ſpi- 
fit of life, 1. e. of the quickning Spirit, 
having delivered us from the Law of ſin 


Paraphraſe of 


and death; That Spirit which our Lord , gords. 


is about togive, which leads to Eternal 
life, hath made me, 1.e. every Chriſtian 


B 2 free, 
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. free, firſt from all cuſtomary and habitual 


ſins, then ſrom eternal death, which ne- 
ceſſarily follows all ſinful habits and cu- 

Strom-2-7-37 Foms. By fins St. Paul underſtands con- 
ſulted and deliberated ſins. So Clemens 
after a long diſcourſe to that purpoſe, 

So us] uy CONcludes mr apragimees only are matters 

is uſed in St. which God will damn. 

Jobn3-£,19 When our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt had triumphed over Death, and 
the Grave, had aſcended on high, and 
was veſted with all power in heaven 
and earth, then Ite gave gifts unto men 3 
but no donative did ſo excel, as that 
effuſton of the Spirit in the day of Per- 
zecoſt, the chief and laſt effects and e- 
vents whereof, were the deliverance of 
all Behevers from the double tyranny of | 
ſin and death. 

Hath made me free ſromi the Law of 

finand death, 2, 

In the words then we havea deliver- | 

Sin, the cauſe of Death. 
ance from JDeat the fruit and conſe- 
quent of Sin, 

There 1s a vi&ory over, and a deli- 
verance from all habitual, cuſtomary, | 
conſulted, and deliberate fins to be ob- ' 
tained in this lifes which is that true, 
Evangelical rightcouſneſs, which gives 
us at preſent a title to, and hereafter ? 

will 2 


A Funeral Sermon. f 


will aFzally inveſt us with a bleſſed 
Immortality. 

For our more diſtinct perception of 
which notion, we may conl{ider , that 
Real Evangelical Rightcouſnels admits 
of various degrees. 

I. : The firſt, and loweſt whereof 1s 
of them who for the moſt part yield 0- 
bedience to the Precepts of Chriſt, and 
abſtain from fin ; but yet not without 
grievous conflicts, and great dithculties, 
becauſe that although the Spirit be ſu- 
periour to the fleſh, yet the carnal part 
15 not altogether ſubdued, nor a habit 
of Vertue, taken ina more perfect ac- 
ceptation, entirely acquired ; for which 
cauſe their lapſes are frequent , either 
for that the Appetite 1s athilted too 
{trongly from external incitement , or 
too often ſurpriſcd by error, or incogi- 
taney. 

2, The ſecond degree is of them 
who have acquired a perfe# habit of 
Righteouſneſs 3 and have ſo ſubdued 
rhe fleſh, that they find cither none 
at all, or very little diffculty m acting 
in the waysot God; thence conſequent- 
ly are more ſteady and uniform in the 
waies of Vertue and holineſs, and ſuch 
was St. Paul, as may be gathered from 
divers paſlages of his writings 3 and 0- 

3 thers 


A Funeral Sermon. 


thers ſuch like there may be, as ap- 
pears both from the ſacred Book,, and 
alſo from Experience it ſelf : which will 
yet be more manifeſt, if we ſhall de- 
monſtrate (as by and by we ſhall) That 
there remains poſhble an higher de- 
gree of holineſs than that we have 
yet ſpoken of ; although there needs 
no farther proof than thoſe plain words 
of our Lord , My yoke is eaſie , and my 
burthen is light, i.e. to all them who 
are ſupported with a firm hope of a 
life after death, and a blefled 1immor- 
tality. And thoſe words of St. John, 
This is the love of God, ji, e. Metanymi- 
cally, the maniſeitation of our love to- 
wards God, that we keep his commande- 
ments, and his commandements are not 
grievous. Theſe overcome the World, and 
that too by their Faith, which inſpires 
ſtrength into them. And he that over- 
comes, 7. e. all ſuch things as the World 
objects to him, to affright and call him 
oft from righteouſnels, ſrve proſpera, ſive 
aſpera , whether ſmiles or frowns , to 
him 1t 1s eafte to keep the commands 
of God, to him, I ſay, that yoke is eaſe, 
that burthen ts light. ; 
The third degree, and that the high- 
eſt, is of ſuch, who being moſt cheer- 
fully incumbent on the ſtudy of Ver- 
| rue, 


ſecond, or the firlt. *Tis praiſe worthy in 
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tue, have proceeded (o far, as that {for 


ſome competent ſpace of time they lin 


met at all, againlt any Precept of 
Chriſt, 

To this degree ought all Chriſtians 
who are going heaven-wards , always 
to aſpire; which ſtate St. Pal ſeems 
myſtically to call the ReſurreFion from thi (E224 »- 
the dead, and was the mark whereto modo ML 
he preſied. Not that 7 have already at- *o,, 3. 
tained, neither am already perfed. E\aGor.7) nn 

This then is the third degree, where- 774044 
unto if Chriſtians do not attain, 'tis ſim- 
ply neceflary they ſhould reach the 


Prima ſernrn 
| tem,hon-flum 
him that endeavours to excell, to be found ft in ſccundis 


- , ” £ 2+, At 1ertiis Cone 

= ſecond or the third degree of Ver- ffereTuby, 
Yet all who would find mercy in 
the day of Chriſt , muſt endeavour to 
attain this higheſt degree:For all acknow- 
ledge 'tis never permitted to a Chriltt- 
an to fin conſultatively, tor that is to fin 
malitionſly. Now unleſs a man ſhall la- 
bour to thun every (inful act { which ts 
toaſpire to this ſupreme degree of Pic- 
ty ) he fins conſultatively, 1. ce. malitionſly, 
which no Chriſtian will detend. Sin 
becomes exceeding \inful , excecding 
heavy with its own weight , if done 
malitioutly or with dclibzrazton. And 
B 4 God 
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God ſometimes remits greater fins, if 
fallen into through frailty or ignorance, 
ſooner than /efſer ſims malitioufly com- 
mitted. 

Again, that great ſtudy, diligence, wvi- 
gilance,and labour, fo exactly required 
of us in all our Chriſtian Converſati- 
on, points us out our Mark and Scope, 
which 1s, to eſchew every. , and fo 
to aſpire to this higheſt degree of Pi- 
cty. 

Are we not every where all up and 
down the ſacred Books called upan to 
imitate God and Chriff;, to be holy as 
God is holy, to be perfeF as our Father is 
perfeF, to walk iz the light as God is in 
the light, to watk as Chriſt walked , and 
to follow him? He that obſerves the(c. 
Precepts, doth no leſs than aſpire to the 
higheſt degree of holineſs. Our imita- 
tion of God doth imply our being made 
tikeunto him, 

But leſt any one ſhould doubt the ex- 
iſtence of this z/tizzate, I ſhall attempt 
'ts demonſtration. 

1. We muſt exdeavonr after it ; but 
120 man 1s obliged to attempt impoſſzble 
things , it would be in wair. But 
to attempt any thing in vain, would 
become neither a wiſe God to require, 
nora wiſe man to endeavour. 


2, It 


] 
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2. If this degree of holineſs cannot 
be attained, then it is zeceſſary that we 
ſin ſometimes 3 but it cannot be meceſſa- 
ry that we (in; for then it would wot 


be ſin : for all fin is freely committed has 


fortune, not «wagliz , our fin :; mi agrogins 
zexmw ,* deliberate acts are puniſhed. 


It cannot demerit puniſhment, nor be 


juſtly imputed, nor ever did the God 
of equity 1mpute it to any man. But 
that the lapſes of good men wcre fins. 
and might be imputed to them, ſhould 
God uſe his right, 1s evident, for that 
they do, and ought to ask thepardor 
of them: Now where pardon 1s asked, 
there the crime 1s confelled 5; there- 
fore good men might have abſtained 
from the few lapſes of their lives, and 
ſo not have lin'd, which was the point 
to be demonſtrated. 

3. When wedaily pray that the wi// 
of God might be done in Earth, as it is 
7n Heaven 5; What can we infer, but 
that we, as the Angels, may do his will, 
if our prajers are ſo ardent, and our 
endeavours ſo ſerious as God requires. 
Is that Petition in vain ? You! fay no. 
Then God is as willing asable to ctfcct 
Itin us, 3 and our.non-attainment doth 
loudly 


eſt mocens 
- KIeKungqune non 


If there be neceſlity in the caſe,it loſes ſpoure 
the nature of fin 3 'tis «/xnwe , our mif- 19% 


Cicmens, 
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loudly accuſe our prayers, or our endea- 
vours, Or both, of languor, or remiſnelſs, 
For of this we are confident, that if we 
ask, any thing according to his will, he 
heareth as 3 now what can be more a- 
greeable to his will, than that we ſhould 
be holy in our whole converſation as be 
is holy ? 

4. Without this notion, what ſhall 
we make of the options of our great 
Apoſtle £ not to ſongle , and eximious 
Saints, but to entire Churches. The 
very God of peace ſandifie you wholly. 
The Lord eſtabliſh your hearts unblame- 
able in holineſs before God. That you 
may be ſincere and without offence till the 
day of Chriſt. We ceaſe not to pray that 
Je may walk worthy of the Lord, «; wiouy 
rioxmer, Ht 044n1modd placeatis Deo, 1. EC. 
that 5r might every way pleaſe God ;, be- 
ing fruitful in every good work, The God 
of peace make you perfe in every good 
work, to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleaſing in his ſight. 

'Tis ſomewhat too dilute to ſay, here 
are excluded only habitual (ins, or ſach 
flagitious ſins which are as habits ; the 
words being pregnant and emphatich; 
nor isthere any juſt cauſe why we ſhould 
enervate them, by departing from their 
proper ſence, and not think rather the 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle intended by them that which is 


molt perfect in its kind. But that which 


doth not argue the zeceſ/zty, may ſhew 
the poſſebility, which was the thing to be 
demonſtrated. 

5. Shall we ſay that the holy Spirit, 
and all the other aids of Vertue which 
God affords us through Chriſt, are fo 
weak and invalid, that notwithſtanding 
all our endeavours, fin cannot be ſub- 
dued or extinguiſhed in us ? is not this 
to derogate from the Spirit of God , 
and to be injurious to God him- 
ſelt? 

I am yet to ſeek for a reaſon why, 
whilſt God would have us break the 
bonds of fin, and caſt thoſe cords from 
us, to imbracean extire holinels in this 
preſent World, and thereunto hath fur- 
niſhed us with divine aids, and ſuper- 
natural ſtrengths , he ſhould deny us 
ſuch meaſures and degrees of them, as 


to inable us to abſtain from allSin, and » 


to embrace an #riverſal Righteouſneſs : 
eſpecially ſeing St. John refolves the Vi- 
ctory over the inſtruments of Sathan into 
the power of God, becanſe greater is he 
that is in you than he that is in the world. 

That which ſome ſay,that God would 
leave ſome Canaanit?s in the land, to 
humble us, and to try us, ſome reliquie 


and 


Sympl.p 74. 
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and remains of ſins , left weſhould too 
much pr.de and pleaſe our ſelves, ſeems 
too light to preponderate all the pre- 
cedent diſcourſe. For indeed 'tis Va- 
2ity it (elf; 'tis asif God would have 
us ſi, leſt we ſhould fr 5 or as if 
whilſt God would eradicate a// ſr, he 
ſhould not once lay the Axe to the 
root of the firſt and fowleif in the 
World, 

And now I would willingly ask any 
Advocate for the wicked lives of, Chri- 
ſftians, Why it ſhould be thought im- 
poſſible by the Grace of the Goſpel, to 
obtain ſuch a deliverance [from Sin ? 
Did not God make man wpright ? Are 
not Chriit's Precepts very conſentane- 
ous to that Original nature ? Is not 
Vertue (where there 1s a parity of cu- 
ſtom) much more pleaſant than Vice 2 
Is it not true ( which Salviar obſerves) 
that Fidelity, Chaſtity, Humility, Sobrie- 
ty, Mercy, Sandity, non onerant nos 
ſed ornant , they are not our burthens 
but our ornaments, Doth not reaſon, 
«av & pudegs though obſcurely diſcern To ior, 
that which becomes, x wx mis in ſome 
meaſure contend for it. 

Is not Sin 1ts owz puniſhment 2 Is 
it not like the Locyſts of St. John 5 Their 
faces were like the faces of men , _ 
TRETW 
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their hair like the hair of a Women,but 
had tails like Scorpions, and ſtings there. 
What elſe mean thoſe :&5, thoſe lania- 
ts, thoſe ſurda verbera, thoſe Yultures, 
thoſe furies,and Theſpian Vipers; T mean 
thoſe ſad, and diſconſolate refleftions 
upon an imoral and il/-govern'd lite ? 
No, no, Sin is but the diſeaſe and dy/- 
craſie of the Soul 3 Righteoulſnels is the 
health and natural complexion. of it. 
Now there isa propenſion in every thing 
to return to its proper ſtate,and to caſt off 
whatſoever 1s heterogeneows to it. As 
ſome Phyſrcians ſay, Medicaments are 
but ſubſervient to Nature, by remov- 
ing impediments and obſtructions, but 
Nature 1t ſelf, and the inward Archexs 
releaſed , and ſet at liberty, works the 
cure, 

Then this reproves two popular Er- 
TOrs. 

I. Of thoſe who think thoſe words, 
The good that I would I do not, the evil 
that T would not that I do, to be the 
higheſt meaſure of a Chriſtian's prott- 
ciency ; for the undeceiving of whom, 
I ſhall obſerve a zripfe eſtate of 1mpiety, 
or enmity to God. 

1. Of ſuch who night and. day do 
little elſe but provide tor the Fleſh, to 
fulfil its luſts ; who without all ſhame 
wallow 


Epb.4.18,19. 
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wallow in zany kinds of ſins, in whom 
the ſence of good and evil is near upon 
extinguiſhed, or but very obſcure foot- 
ſteps of it do remain : Whoſe Chara- 
eter St. Paul hath given us 5 Of vain 
minds, having their underſtandings dark- 
ned , being alienated from the life of 
God throngh the ignorance that is in 
them,becauſe of the hardneſs of their hearts, 
who being paſt feeling, have given then- 
ſelves to laſciviouſneſs, to work all unclean- 
neſs with greedineſs. 

2. The other is of them , who in- 
dulge their Luſt with /zttle or #o con- 
fic, but have contracted a perfect ha- 
bit of one or more Vices; in reference 
to which, they have extinguiſhed all 
ſenſe of. Conſcience, though in other 
inſtances not a// out ſo wicked. 

3. A third is of ſuch, who for the 
1ſt part do the things that are evil,and 
are overcome of the fleſh, but not with- 
out ſtrivings of Appetite and Reaſon, a- 
live at once tothe Law, and $77 3 the 
convidtion of the one , and the power 
and love of the other, both theſe ſtrugl- 
ing together within the bowels of the 
Soul , checking and comptrolling one 
another, | 

This is the man St. Pal delcribes, by 
a Metaſchematiſmus under his own per- 
{on, 
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ſon, in that famous Paragraph to the Ro- 
mans,of which I will give a ſuccinct but 
evident demonſtration. 


1 In this man ſin 
wrought all manner 
of concupiſcence , 
V. 8. 


2 Sin revived in 
him. deceiv'd him, 
flew him. v. 9,10, 
II, 


3. He was carnal. 
V.I4. 

4 Sold under ſin. 
V.14. 

5 The good hewould 
he did not, but the 
evil which he would 
not that he did. 
V. 19. 

6. Was taken cap- 


I The regenerat 14 
has crucified the 
fleſh with the affe- 
Gions and luits, 
Gal.5.24. 

2 He js dead to ſin, 
the body of ſin is 
deſtroy d, he ſerves 
ot fin, fin reigns 
not, nor does he o- 
bey it. Rom. 6. 2, 
I2,14. 

3 Is not in the ſleſh, 
Rom.8.8,9., 


4 1s free from ſin. 


Rom.6.18,22. 
5 Walks not after 


the fleſh but after 
the ſpirit. Rom. 8. 


1,4. 
6 .1s freed from the 


tiveto the Law of Law of ſin.Rom.8, 


ſon. v.23. 
7 Detain'd by the 


body of death, from 
which the poor 
wretch deſir d to be 


deliver d. v.24. 


2. 
7 Is freed from the 


law of death.Rom. 
8.2. | 


Where | 
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'- Where you have ſeven CharaFers of 
each, as contrary to one another as /zeht 
to darkneſs 3 to know better, and to do 
worle, 1s ſo far from a/eviating the e- 
vil; that 'tis the greatelt aggravation 
of it. | 

'Tis the moſt bruitiſh , unreaſonable, 
and wretched condition , for a man that 
knows what is be5t,to be led by incontinen- 
cy and effeminacy ſrom it. | 

And therefore faith the Philoſopher, 
that, we ought not only to think right, 
and to be aftected accordingly 5 But to 
conform our works to our right opini- 
ons. 

'He that fins, and accuſes himſelf is 
5 Ag xbulurs mibLe2s doth but begin to learn, 
and hathnot yet come to the knowledg 
of the truth, 68: 

2, Another is of them who.udeceive 
themſelves, whilſt they expe& ſome: 0- 
ther's inherent Righteouſneſs to be-made 
over ſo compleatly to them, as. if they 
themſelves had been realy and perfeZly 
righteous, and this upon the ſole Cond;- 
#io#, or qualification. of xzeer Faith (cru- 
puloully preſcinded from all Obedience. 
Now this Hory-comb of Antinomianiſm 
is but a branch of old Gzoſticiſm: anti- 
doted by St. John. Little Children let 
n0 man deceive you, He that doth righte- 


ouſneſs 
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duſneſs is righteons even as he is righteows: 
if we ſay that we have fellowſhip with hin 
and walk in darkneſs, we lhe and do not 
the truth. And all the promiſes Chriſt 
makes to theAſiar Churches are nd 114; 
To him that overcomes. 

And thus am I arriv'd at the other 
Atchievement of this vivitying Spitit, 
our deliverance from Death, the ſit 
and cohſequence of Sin. The ruin of 
Death follows that of Sin; ſecut YVara ſc 
quitur Vibiam. 

Sin is the ſting of death, 'tis its Sce« 
pter, the enſign of its ſoveraignty ; de- 
prived of that it loſeth its antient na- 
ture, ceaſeth to be King of Terrors 5and 
differs not from a gentle ſeep; an 4/barariz 
or an ealie traxſit#4 to a bleſſed 'immors- 
tality. 'Tis but the diſlolution of an 
old ruinow and cadaverous Building, 
to raiſe a f4ir, and freſh , a ſtately and 
"Has Structure 1n the place there- 
of. 
For we know that if our earthly houſe 
of this Tabernacle were diſſolv'd, we have 
4 building'of God, an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens, i:c. a ce- 
leſtial, glorious, and a ſpiritual Body. St. 
Paul doth lively deſcribe the difference 
between theſe mortal and thoſe im- 
. mortal Bodies with which we ſhall be 
C cloathed 
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cloathed in the Reſurre&tion. *Tis ſown 
in corruption, it israiſed in incorruption, 
tis ſown in diſhonour,it is raiſed in glo- 
ry, tis ſown in weakneſs, it is. raiſed in 
power, tis ſown an animal body, "tis raiſ- 
ed a ſpiritual body, Where the Apoſtle 
compares man, in reſpect of his body, 
toa fruitful grain of Wheat, which is 
ſown in theearth, and ſomewhile after 
ſprings up in a more excellent and very 
different form. | 

And that which thou ſowelt, # 73 wa 
70 yarnoo deer eaHiges, 100 gignendum Cor- 
pms ſeris , is not the body that ſhall be, 
but bare and naked grain. 

Whence is that body that is to be? 
17 iden ona, God giveth it a body, as 
it hath pleaſed him, and zo every ſeed his 
own body. 

And all thisreliſhes well to him that 


knows, that the moſt contrary modifi- . 


cations of matter imaginable do conl{tt- 
tute no ſpecifical change, according to 
the laſt, and beſt Philoſophy : Nor can 
he be offended, who holds the princi- 
ple of individuation is the form only, 
and that the matter and ſuppoſitumr 1s in- 
dividuated from it. 

So then our Apoſtle inſtitutes a four- 
fold collation of theſe our bodies with 
thoſe we ſhall have hereafter. 

I. It 
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1, It is ſown in Corruption, but ſhall 
riſe 1n Incorruption, i.e. The body which 
we bring into this World with us, 1s 
ſubjet, and obnoxious to corruption 
andchange: here we dwell iz: houſes of Clay, 
whoſe foundation is in the duit, and 
may truly ſay to corruption, Thou art my 
father, and to the Worm thou art my nto- 
ther and my ſiſter > There we ſhall dic 
no more, but be as the Angels, the ſons 
of God, being the Children of the Reſur- 
redion. 

2, 'Tis ſown in diſboyonr , ſhall be 
raiſed inglory 3 when we come into the 
World, we bring bodies, ſome of whole 
parts and members ſeem to be .&7;jws 
g anysleee, uncomely and leſs honourable, 
beſides the rxge and macule, the wrin- 
kles, ſpots , and blemiſhes, which age , 
ſickneſs, and other caſualities do' imprint 
upon us. But then in thedeſtitution of 
theſe deformities,our bodiesſhal be more 
reſplendent than the Sun, and brighter 
than the golden light of Aurora. The 
glories of Mount Tabor were but ſhades 
and darkneſs, compar'd to that retul- 
gent light, vn3s TI 1apregrara Ty nds, ſofar 
exceeding the brightneſs of the Sun, ſe- 
ptuplum, faith St. Ephrex, wherewith 
now our Lord is cloathed, and yet 
ſhall he change our Vile bodies, until he 
C 2 bath 
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hath made them like his Glorioas body. 
3. 'Tis ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſ- 

ed in power. Here labours, diſeaſes, or 

years, ſoon make the keepers of the houſe 


to tremble, the ſtrong men bow down 


themſelves, and the grinders to _ 
There ſhall they be firm and robuſt , 
ſhall renew their ſtrength like the 
Fagle, and like the youthful Chernbs , 
their agility ſhall be great- and inde- 
fatigable. 

4'. *'Tis ſown an animal Body, ſhall 
be rais'd a ſpiritual Body. Here our 
bodies, as of other Animals, need meats, 
and drinks, and confilt of members , 
and organs neceſlary to receive, con- 
cott, and digeſt them 3; but there they 
ſhall be ſpiritual, there will need no + 
Stomach, no Liver, no Inteſtines. Meats 


for the belly, and the belly for the meat, 


but God will deſtroy both it and them. | 
Hierocles fpeaking of the Apotheofis of 
good men, tells us they enjoy beſides 
e ASeias x, eperlius os \{1ryh 29g; Tyra os Toy TYd pa- 
me durns «x nuan, beſides Truth ant Vertue 
in the Soul, a great meaſure of purity in 
its ſpiritaal Vehicle, 

St. Part 1s poſitive, That the Bodies 
of Saints at the Reſurre&tion ſhall be 
phyſically and really , not morally only 
ſpiritual and cel:ſtial 5, for fleſh-and blood 


cannot 
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cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, We 
ſhall have bodies as tenuious and im- 
perceptible asare the bodies of Angels, 
not ſo craſs and groſs as Air ; but 
purer than the liquid ther, and 
have for a Yef?, to uſe Macarixe his 
phraſe, #%Zay ris ©rix?, the glory of the di- 
vine light. So 'tisno wonder that Saints 
of old and ſince have groan'd within 
themſelves, waiting for the adoption, viz. 
the Redemption of the body. 

A great and memorable inſtance 
whereof, worthy to be written in Ce- 
dar, or engraven in Braſs, is this verer- 
able Matron, whole Obſequies we now 
celebrate, whom now we conſecrate to 
Eternity, T have diſcourſed to you the 
heighths and perfeFions of Chriſtianity 3 
you have ſeen it in the Rule; and if 
you had now ſuch a Speculum or mir- 
roxr as would reflect her life, you would 
ſeeit inthe Example. St. Hieron thought 
if all the members of his body were turn d 
into Tongues, and all hjs Arteries became 
vocal, yet he could ſay nothing, ſanctz & 
venerabilis Paulz virtutibus dignum , 
worthy the Vertues of holy and venerable 
Panla. The like may I fay with much 


more reaſon of holy and venerable Anna. 
Not only becauſe I am ſo much inferi- 
our for plenty of words, and Rhetorical 
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ſchemes of ſpeech to that eloquent Fa- 
ther ; but allo becauſe my Argument 1s 
much more i//uſtrious, refulgext and ſub- 
lime ;, for if I ſhould inſtitute a para/cl 
between them, you would find equal 
Devotions ſurmounted by Prudences un- 
equal, 

IT much applaud thatFather, who would 
praiſe nihil rift quod proprium, nothing 
but what was her own, and which ſprang 
from the pyre fountain of her holy 
mind. Soſhall I, paſſing by the = # ig jv 

. things not in our power, Such are, the 
Philoſopher tells you, the Body, Poſſeſſz- 
ons, Honours, Principalities, and what- 
ſoever are not our own works. And that 
too for the very reaſon his exce//ent 
, Commentator aſligns, We are not arbitra- 
rious Lords of any of theſe things. And 
therefore I ſhall paſs by her ExtraGon, 
Fducation , Preſence , and that comely 
1cen , with which ſhe ſtruck all per- 
lons at once with Love and Rever- 
Cnce. 
| ſay, I ſhall paſs theſe by, ( they be- 
ing not greatly io be eſteemed by them that 
have them, though "tis greatneſs to con- 
ten them ) and ſpeak of her guncro9wleess, 
1 SNnnimew, more divinely, more ſub- 
limely. 
She was then of the ſame Country 
| | | with 
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with Gorgonia, her exact parallel, and 
that was the Hiernſalem above, « City 148 "Teguon- 
not ſeen with bodily eyes, but with thoſe —— 
of the mind, where we have our Con- »m 5 aac. 
verſation, whither we are making haſte; 
where Chris 1s a Citizen, and all that 
»wyiz-es, and Church of the firſt born 
are fellow Citizens.So you ſee tis true of 
her what the Poet faith of #ncas,Contin- 
git ſanguine celum. She was Heaven ,.,. 
born, and her Nobility was, The con- gar, ti 
ſervation of the divine impreſſions on her 8% A; 
Soul, and an imitation of God, the Ar- CO 
chitype , and f#ſt Pattern of all good- rat.11, 
neſs. 

She had an early inſtitution in Pic- 
ty, and asit befel Gorgonia, who receiv- _ , 
ed the Seeds of Piety from thence, from OY 
whence ſhe receiv'd her Life.and Culture. 73 $3 
So our Gorgonia deriv'd the ſpiritual 49-wm. 
Ornaments of her mind from the ſame 
Inſtruments who had propagated her 
body. And no wonder, it that Cedar 
whoſe branches were exveloped in the 
Clouds, had taken org and deep root- 
Ing. 

She was truly , and becomingly re- 
lIigious 3 the right knowledge of God 
and Chriſt did bear her enlightned 
mind ſo Eaven, that it was as far re- 
mov'd from Superſtition, as from Irre- 

C 4 ligion, 
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ligion. Hers was no ſelf-choſen Holi- 
neſs, ceremonial Righteouſneſs, opini- 
 onative Zeal ; ſhe miſtook not the Tree 
of Knowledge for the Tree of Life. 

She was not taken with high-flown 
Enthuſiafm and Seraphiciſm, nor was (he 
patient of Fpicurizing Philoſophy, nor 
tempted with Antinomian liberty. 

She did not frame to her ſelf-aPhan- 
taſtical Religion, made up entirely of a 
Faith divided from Obedience, imagin- 
ing all to be doze for her, all to be z7- 
puted to her. 

Nor did ſhe place Ker Religion in 
endleſs ſcrupulolities about things in- 
different 3 and though her carriage was 
always paſhive and obedient, yet never 
eſtcemed little things worthy of great 
contentions. 

She was no Opinioniſt, nor yet jea- 
louſed any notions, which ſhe thought 
not inconliſtent with Faith in -Chrilſt, 
and the obſervation of the Commande- 
ments of God. | 

She like Gorgonia reconcil'd the ſub- 
limity of Celibate with the ſecurity of 

| __ _ Marriage, and being eo,or dwo@, chaite 
wp 4 g- and bumble, blending the excellencies of 
| oony " Celibate and Marriage together ; giving 
= © proof to the World, that neither of 
thele States ſo ſimply unite us to God, 

Ree) OT 
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or divide us from him; neither of them 
ſolely to be declined, nor ſolely to be 
purſued , but that a vertuous mind 
may rule and moderate both Conjugate 


and Virginity. Well, as that , ſo this za xiouy 
Gorgonia having been miniſterial a little % 84+ 


to the World and to Nature, @3 rd nr (au- 
mv ne: vigwow, conſecrated her ſelf wholly un-' 
to God, 

Our Azna, like that Propheteff the 
daughter of Phamel, having liv'd an ex- 
ample to Wives ſome few years with an 
Huſband, a Widow about twenty nine 
years; inall which time ſhe departed 
not from the Temple, that is, deſerted 
not Church Communion,nor God's pub- 
lick Service 3 but ſerved him with faſt- 
ings, and prayers night and day; ever 
fince her Widow-hood devoting one 
day inthe Week to faſting and prayer 
in her deſolate eſtate trimming, dreſl- 
ing, and adorning of her mind for the 
Bridegroom of her Soul, 

She was a ſevere exacter of indiſpen- 
ſible Duties of Chriſtianity z her Reli- 
gion was ſolid and ſubſtantial ; ſhe at- 
tended the wpagunes m4 rips, the weightier 
things of the Law. She was a through 
Chriſtian in her was accompliſhed St. 
Payl's wiſh, ſhe was not almoſt, but alto- 
gether ſuch an one as himſelf, his Chain 
excepted. Hers 
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Hers was no barren Faith ; but it was 
fruitful in good works 3 Her Charity diſ- 
tributed it felf to every objet, to God, 
to man, 

1. To God, by her frequent Faſt- 
ings, her conſtant Prayers, her diligence 
in God's publick Service, her Zeal and 
care to promote his honour, to advance 
his Rule and Government in the hearts 
of all with whom ſhe did converſe, in 
whom ſhe had intereſt. This ſhe taught 
her Children ſo ſoon as they could learn, 
and this ſhe taugat them fo long as foe 
could ſpeak. 

* Ty owiwales Tis ſaid of Gorgonia that ſhe zrade 
were the fruit of her body, her Children, and 
Ti2y xigmy her Childrens Children become the fruits 
1 > gy of the Spirit 5 and hath not our Gorgo- 
ncaa, 
ia done, or endeavoured the like ? 
Who has been more painful, more faith- 
full to the ſouls of Children, Nephews, 
and Neeces, than ſhe has. been? who 
hath tanght them more diligently, who 
hath pray'd for them more Frequently, 
more ardently than ſhe hath done ? 
$G 3xw,y Tis laid of Gorgonia that ſhe purified 
_ _ and devoted to God her whole ſtock. and 
us. family, in ſtead of her ftngle foul. 

So may we ſay of our worthy Matron, 
whilſt an Oecoromiſt Wite or Widow. 

Her houſe was a kind of Church , 

none 
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none fo grateful, none fo acceptable to 
her as a painful, and conſcientious Mi- 
niſter of Chriif 5 None were the worſe, 
but many the better for coming under 
her Roof, 

Gorgonia 1s ſaid to have been whilſt 
ſhe liv'd, az Exemplar of all vertne to her 
Children , and when God call'd her, 
ſhe left her laif Will behind her as a filent 
exhortation to her family. 

And was not this 7»»paralield Saint , 
a great pattern of all good works to 
her Family? was not pzety, purity, bu- 
mility, meekneſs, mercy, and every good 
work moſt conſpicuous in her? And [ 
my {clf can witneſs, it was amongl[t her 
Jaſt cares to recommend the ways of 
God, and aſeriozs and thorow Piety to 
her Children. 

And if the laſt Wills, and Teſtaments 
of all the dead, have ever been thought 
ſacred, and inviolable ; what a further, 
what a freſh obligation have you ( my 
honoured Friends) to be religious; that 
is, to tread in the ſteps, to write out 
the Copy of this bleſſed Saint, YOUr 7#= 
comparable Mother.But I was ſpeaking of 
her Charity. 

The eloquent Father, ſpeaking, of the 
often prais'd Saint, ſaith, Who ſtretched 
cnt a wore liberal hand to the poor © that 
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he fears not to apply the words of Fob to 
her, The ſtranger did not lodge in the 
Street, but ſhe opened her doors to the Tra- 
veller 5 ſhe was eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, and a Mother to the Or- 
phan. 

So our Saint, when ſhe was Miſtreſs of 
an houſe, and ſince z Who doth not re- 
member the /argereff of her bowels, and 
the /berality of her hands? Who hath 
not eat her Bread, worn her Cloth, re- 
ceived her Medicaments, applied her 
Plaifters, and her Unguents. 

Nordid ſhe leave any thing conſider- 
able to the Earth but her body. Ex- 
chang'd all ſhe had, for the hopes of a 
better life, leaving little beſides the 
imitation of her elf andan ambition of 
the like Vertue. 

Nor ever did ſhe with works of mer- 
cy, commute with God for thoſe of 
wantonneſsand Inxury, Who ever ſaw 
a garment, or ax ornament of a garment 
which was ſ#perfiuozs upon her £ much 
leſs did ſhe ule Cerxf, or Stibium, Scar- 
let,or any other fucxs, ſigns and indicati- 
ons of a {ich and weak mind. But like the 
aboveſaid Gorgoria, although ſhe knew 
many and various external Ornaments of 
her ſex, yet ſhe eſteemed none ſo orna- 
mental as her manners, and inward pu- 

rity 
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rity and brightneſs of her mind; the on- 
ly ruddineſs which pleaſed her, was 
that of modeſty; the only white, was 
that of faſting and abſtinence, 


29 


The Father commends Gorgonia , for ,;3 tus 


that ſhe did not labour ſo much to ſeem, 
as really to be good. 

So our Saint blew no Trumpet, made no 
noiſe, retir'd to her Cloſet, ſhut her 
door, and offered the Sacritices of an 
univerſal Righteouſneſs to him that ſees 
in ſecret, but rewards openly. 

What more ſagacioxs in prattical god- 
lineſs than her' diſcourſes ? yet what 
more prudent than her ſilence ? 

Sothe Father admires Gorgonia 5 Who 


Tay” «vl An 
«Ana. 


Tis us uw 
Ta oe <2 


knew the things of God better than ſhe, wanu ; 


both from the ſacred Oracles, and her 


ownunderſtanding 3 yet who talked leſs 2 Tis Jo nos 


containing her felf within the bounds 
of Piety proper to her ſexe. And this 
alſo 1s the genuine character of our 
Anna. 

Taim pazzae hp, 34A 3, Theſe are great 
things, and theſe are great Truths, 

Thus theſe two great Saints, lived 
inſtruments of Good, examples of Ver- 
tue, and ornaments of their Sex, and 
now you long to hear how they died. 
Truly they were lovely and pleaſant in 
their lives and in their death they were 


not divided. Of 


spliyEan 
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em6Je1 gb Of Gorgonia the Father tells us ſhe 

Tu atehuT ve e1rneftly defered ber diſſolution 3 and to be 
with Chriſt , ſhe preferred before all 
the pleaſures of the World. 

So our Saint all the while of herlaſt 
and happieſt ſickneſs, breath'd out no 
other longings : but as the Hart pant- 
eth after the Water-brooks, ſo parted 
her ſoul after thee,0O God 3 m_—_ m_ 
ed for God, for the living God, oh when 
ſhould ſhe comie and appear before God £2 

3 lis wiryrlu) Gorgonia had ſome preſenſation of. death, 

drier, Y a kind of Viſor, making known the day 

— " of her departure, And as if this 2/a- 
tron had had ſome ſuch ſentiment and 
apprehenſion, at the very farſt notice of 
this laſt ſickneſs ſhe often uſed theſe 
words, Lord fit me for thy ſelf, and thy 
will be done. | 

Ag Gorgonia fallen into a very great cx- 

— tremity of body, ſuffered no Phyſician 

meg}, but God. | | 

How loth and unwilling our Saint 
was to ule Phyſicians; not only 18 this, 
but in former ſickneſles , 1s very well 
known to all that were about her; which 
did not ſpring ſo much from contempt 


of that conjeFural Art, as from the ful- F' 


neſs of mward peace , and a delire to | 

be 10 afſafe Port and Haven. | 
'Tis faid Gorgonia having made her 
laſt 


A Funeral Sermon. 
laſt day TAN yyeras nutgpey, xotuiry, day of | 


50y and feſtival, ſhe fell aſleep. 

c "So 4-4 the ſore he died, con- 
felled her humanity by groaning out 
now and then her fenſe of a pain 1n her 
fidez buton the day of her Apotheoſes, 
by al! ſhe did, by all ſhe ſaid, by all fhe 
ſuffered, there was nothing percepuble, 
but the deepeſt peace , the ſweeteſt conr- 
forts : with very little reluctancy of 
Nature, atteſted by a few drops of ſweat 
on a hot day, in a hotter room, with a 
ſingultis or two , ſhe relign'd her pure 
Soul into the hands of her merciful Cre- 
ator. 


Oh Death where is thy ſting, O Grave 
where is thy victory * Let me die the 
death of the Righteous, and let my latter 
end be like his. 


I will end with Hzerom's words on 
the Lady Paula. Non meremus quod ta- 
lem amiſumus, ſed gratias agimmns quod ha- 
buimus. imo habemns. 


We do not monrn that we have loſt ſuch 
an one, but we give infinite thanks to All- 
mighty God that we ever had, yea that we 
have ſuch an Example. 


An 
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An Example too big for mize, too big 
for humane Eloquence, none but an Ar- 
g#1 is fit to write her Epitaph. 


Now to the King Eternal, Im- 
mortal , Inviſible, the Only wiſe | 
God, be Honour and Glory for ever, 
and for ever. 


THE END. 
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THE 
PREFACE 
TO. THE 

READER: 


Reader, 
Deſign no Apology, not only 
becauſe when *tis unextort- 
ed, it leaveth ſome ſuſpici- 
onof guilt ; but becauſe that 
part of the World, which is ca- 
pable of it doth not needit; and 
that which doth, is ſo tranſported 
with Paſſion, Prejudice, and Prid?, 
that they can make no good uſe of 
it. Nor dol take my ſelf concern- 
ed at that yryyous among$t my John 7.12, 


Private wh: 


Brethren of the Clergy ; whil$ puing. 
the Lovers of peace and preſent 
| things, 


(hayron lib.2. 
de la Sageſſe. 
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things, gave me ſo much aſſurance 
of their favourable reception, of 
the Notions which I theft deliver- 
ed; as I make no doubt but others 
will, when they ſhall hawe prepared 
their minds for wiſdom, by free- 
ing themſelves from Popular 0- 
pinions, and from paſſrons ; and 
ſhall hawe ennobled their Souls by 
a full, entire, and generous liber- 
ty, both of Judgment and Will, as 
that excellent Frenchman adviſes; 
whoſe ſecond Book I wanld have 
all men read', who are impatient 
of ſuch diſcourſes which reliſh not 
of their antient Syſtems. Can 
any pretender to Wiſdom and Ver- | 
tue take it unkindly to hear me 
ſay, That I have an infinite am- 
bition to be uſeful in my genzra- 
tion to the great Cod, who made | 
the World, and to the Holy Jeſus, 
the only Son of God, who attempt- 
ed to reform it ? That my ſpirit 


zs ftirred within me to ſee the lowe- | 


by 


to the Reader. 
ly face of Chriſtianity ſpotted , 


blanched, and disfigured, with 


Vanity , 'Guperſtition, aud Idola- 
try? I am aſham'd, that whil$ 
the Jews Teniple was building, 
there was neither hammer, nor axe, 
nor any tool of Iron heard in the 
houſe ; but now when we are raiſ- 
ing an houſe to him that dwells 
not in Temples made with hands, 
we ſhould make ſo much uſe of I- 
ron, and Steel, and ſhould reckon 
Guns and Swords, Flames and 
Faggots auiongſt our means of grace. 
Tam ſorry we ſhould ſeem to have 
more of Nimrod than Solomon ir 
our building ; that we ſhould par- 
take of the Curſe poured down upon 
the Work-men at Babel ; 


--Let's make the Brother, 
The Sire and Son,not underſtand 
each other. 


Methinks *tis unhappy that the 
= 2 Poet 


1 Kings 5.7; 
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Poet ſhould have fo happily ex- 
preſſed that Spirit which hath 
poſſe} the Guides of Chſiſtendom 


in theſe words : 


Ariſe betimes, while th' Opal 
colour d Morn, 

In Golden Pomp doth May- days 
dore adorn ; 

And patient hear th all-differ- 

' ing voices ſweet, 

Of painted Singers that in groves 
do greet 

Their Love-bon-jours each in 
his phraſe and faſhion, 

From Trembling pearch uttering 
his earneft paſſion : 

And ſo thou maiſt conceit what 
mingle mangle 

Amongſt this people ev'ry where | 
doth jangle. | 


Such is the tumnlt and noiſe all 
over the ChriStian world, that the 
great Apoſtle cannot be heard, who 
calls 


tothe Reader. 


calls loud upon us to walk by the Phil.346. 
ſame Rule, and to mindFthe ſame 
thing. And if it was but noile, 
it were ſo wmch the better; but there 
is real danger : Chriſtianity zs 7 
danger, and inſuch a caſe, no won- 
der if a Genuine Child, who newer 
Spake before , ſhould far, Doa'r 
kill Croeſus. 

Our Lord hath told us that 2 
Kingdom, City, or Houle divided 
cannot ſtand, but is brought to 
deſolation 3 what may we not fear 
then touching the Kingdom of 
Chriſt,or the City of God? Whence 
is that diſquiet of the minds of 
men, and trouble of their conſci» 
ences ? whence is that decay of 
ſanflimony and holineſs of life? 
whence that coldnels of our Chari- 
ty? whence that increale of Irre- 
ligion and Atheiſm among thoſe who 
pretend to be within ? whence that 
great offence taken by thoſe that 
are without ? Whence are many 

A 3 troublcs 


Mat.,12.25. 


Gr,Lq maniere 
de rejoindre 
Tors les Chrefti- 
ens ſous une 
ſeule confeſſion 
ge Foy. 
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zroubles gu Churches and States 
to their utter ruine and ſubverſi- 
on? Are they not from our divi- 
10ns in Religion ? Whoſoever 
doubts theſe things, may do well to 
conſult an excellent diſcourſe from 
Saumour, intir led La reunion du 
* briſtianiſn, which together with 
the two pieces that worthy Au- 
thour promiſes, I doubt not but 
would much oblige the whole Chri- 
ſtian World. A man who ſball but 
a little ere himſelf and look a- 
bout, may ſoon ſee many gaſtly ſights 


and grievons to a pious ſoul. Here 
a Mind full of diſquiet, there a 
Conſcience full of trouble. On 
the one hand a great decreaſe of | 
Vertue ; on the other no leſs an 
increaſe of [religion and Atheiſm. 
IVithin, our Churches fill d with 
Maſlacres and Rebellions, Smoak 
and Flames ; without, the Jew Z 
Mahometan, and Pagan warming 
their hands thereat. 

Here 


to the Reader. 


Hence all that contempt which 
prophane and raſh ſpirif's caſt up- 
on our holy things, and npon them 
who do adminiſter them. Can the 


beſt Inſtrument of humane bappi- 4, worthy 


43 Mr. Claud: 
neſs, ſet on foot aud advanced in i. c _ 


the World by the infinitly beſt of true Church 


F : . is known b 
Beings, diſquiet the mind, dethrone thee rwo 


C rs3 
wertue , ſubvert States, foment nya 


prophaneneſs , and encourage int- ligne reurs 


les choſes claire 


poſture, if there was no falt in the mm cone. 


WV... : . nunucs en la 1a- 
adminiſtration of xt p 4ni1 can any role f_—_ 
A . wy & « 1 
great mind ſee a venerable Religt- þ not 
. . 4 OT. u'y enſer pune 
ON, inſtituted by God, adminiſtred niomqud fol 


by his only Son , to countermine comraire a tes 
choſes, & qui 


the Enemy of mankind, and to u- encorcomps 
do his works, ſo unhappily per- 1, 
werted, as to. be made miniſterial 
and ſubſerwient to them ? TI ſay can 
any great Chriſtian mind ſee ſo 
ſhameful a defeat put upon the Son 
of God , and be ſilent? What's 
this but to be aſhamed of him a- 
mong men? but to betray him? 
IWell, then when the rays,aud beams 


A 4 of 
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of the Sup ſhall cauſe darkneſs,then 

ſhall Religion be juſtly charged with 
all the diſquiets and diſorders in 
the World, Either theſe are not 
Meſles from that Pot ; or elſe (ome 
ſervant of the Prophet hath infuſ'd 
ſome quantity of Colloquintidaor 
wild Gourds. Yea, yea, the Ser« 
wants have either been ill imployed 
or ſlept, whil$} ſome envious one 
bath ſown his Tares in our Lord's 
ficld; ſo that the weeding it is a 
facit reproach to the Husbandman 
and therefore no wonder, if he that 
hath,or doth wor$t deſerwe, be leaſt 
at eaſe then, when this neglioence 
ſhall be reproved. Were we but 
as patient of the Cure, as we are of 
the Diſeaſe, there would ſoon be 
found an Ficulapius, who conld 
unite and enliven the ſcattered 
pieces of our Chriſtian Abſyrtus. 

In the mean while methinks all 
lovers of Wiſdom and Vertue 
[i ould take it not amiſs, that men 
end: 4- 


to the Reader. 


endeavour to render ChriStianity in- 
telligible, conſiſtent with 1ts (elf, 
ſubſervient to Vertue and Hap- 
pineſs, and Pacifick. 

Intelligtble, as doubtleſs it is. 
It is far fetch'd and affefted terms, 
extra{criptural terms, whereunto 
narrow and pedantick ſpirits do 
pertinaciouſly adhere, which would 
render Chriſtianity unintelligible to 
the Saints Paul and Peter, with the 
other Apoſtles, if they ſhould ftart 
out of their graves and hear ſome 
DoGtors of the Chair. 

To what head mu$t we reduce 
the diſcourſes of the Order of Gods 
eternal Decrees, of the conditio- 
nal obligation of abſolute Promi- 
ſes, of the fatal determination of 
free will ? Muſt we be ever preſſing 
men to the obſervation of ihe Pre- 
cepts of Chrift ; and yet 4ll that 
while openly acknowledge,nay teach, 
that that ſme obſervation is nei- 
thcr poſſull:, nor necellary ? 
And 
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And what ſhall we think of thoſe 
mot unadviſed people, who would 
divide between Goodneſs and Hap- 
pineſs ; who ſuperſede Vertue, and 
ſubSitute I know not what kind of 
Faith zz the place thereof. Who 
would think he heard a DoGor, and 
in ſome mens opinion no ſmall Pro- 
phet, thus reſolving the doubts of 

Clameres Anti- Hig immoral Saints? It is not 
7i:eſſe, qu the greatneſs of fin, nor conti- 
eee NUANCE in ſin, nor backſliding in- 


renatos retinere 


4; to lin,thatis the true cauſe of thy 
| nm g ſtaggering,what ever thou preten- 
1m ſceleribus deſt,but ſolely from thy Unbelict. 
umm, Me Which paſſage a very learned and 
ie. Worthy perſon thus paraphraſeth : 
That though a man perleverc in 
an habitual courle of the greateſt 
wickedneſſes, yet for all that 
he hath an undeniable claim to 
all che Promiſes of the Goſpel] ; it 
he will reſolve at all adventure to 
be ſtomachful in his conceit, that 


they were particularly made and 


deſigned 


to the Reader. 
deſigned to himſelf ; and then 


obſerves, 7 if this be one of the my- 

eries of their new Godlineſs ( as 
it is the choiceſt one ) that no do- 
arine can poſlibly be tnvenred 
more apparently deſtructive of 
an holy life, or repugaant to the 
tenour of the new Covenant, 
which ( as that happy pen words 
it ) 1s plainly nor more. nor lels, 
than God's ſtipulation of Eternal 
life, upon no other condition,than 
of an habitual, and uniform obe- 
dience to the Goſpel. 

And as for turbulency, which I 
attribute not ſo much to their ſur- 
ly and waſpith diſpoſitions, as to 
ſome malign influence of their n0- 
tions , many of them being of a 
complailant air, and converfible 
humour, until they come forth full 
of their Maſter, and have filled up 


his charaGer given him by the meek T udicasprou 


and placid Bucer. Your judgment 7 


is governed by your paſlions, and elf prone 


vyVor 


Tantum refert 
quo utars Dy- 
Gore, faith 
that excellent 
perſon in his 


Voatum. 
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your paſſions by your humour. 
Upon which cccaſion it was that 
the incomparable Hugo Grotius 
obſerv/'d, that the Diſciples of Me- 
lanchton were boni 8 lenes, good 
men and meek,, whil$ thoſe of Cal- 
vin were aſperi, & tales, quales in 
maximam partem human1 generis 
Deum eſe ſibi imaginantur, ſowr, 
ſewere, and ſuch as they imagin 
God to be toward the greate$t part 
of mankind. T ſay for turbulen- 
Cy, 1 am in ſome doubt, whether 
the Men or their Dof&rine be mo$t 
blame-worthy; whether they ſpoil 
their DoGirine, or their Do&ttrine 
them. Bethat as it will, I am ſure 
all Chriſtendom zs fill d with Scan- 
dal taken at the proud, imperious, 
unquiet, and uncharitable Spirit 
of that which ſome lowe to call , 
Calviniſm, which ſoon degenerates 
into a mercileſs Tyranny where it 
governs, and finds both States and 
Churches work enouch where it 


onght 


to the Reader. 


ought to be governed. 

I cannot but mightily applaud a 
I noble and generous paſſage inan 

Authour before praiſed, and tran- 
ſcribe it ; not only becauſe it ex- 
preſſes my ſence, better than I can 
my ſelf ; but alſo for that it is in» 
capable of contrafion. Saith he , 
There can be nothing more miſ- 
chievous, or intollerable in any 
Church or Common-wealth, than 
theſe peremptory diftators of 
truth, and profeſſed . Maſters of 
Polemick skill; they are ſo exat 
and curious in their own Specu- 
lations,and impoſe them with that 
ſeverity upon the conſent of man- 
kind, and by conſequence require 
ſuch hard and impraGiicable con- 
ditions of agreement and Church 
Communion, as muſt unavoidably 
break any Society of men into fa- 
Cons and parties ; for what ſo 
vain as to'expect an unity of judg- 
ment, in ſuch a multitude of un- 
certam 


The Preface 


The excellent certain and undeterminable Opi- 
makesitan nions? And therefore thoſe men 
errour in Mr. 


4mnaxd toi- that ſtand with ſuch an unyield- 


magin,qne 


pourdenmewrer 10g and unflexible Stiffneſs upon 


rey the admittance of their own con- 
eblige de diſ- cents make all reconcilements 1m- 


Cumroonſes poſlible,and all ruptures incurable; 
| aur cvery little opinion muſt make a 
Sn 5%. great Schiſm, and the bounds of 
Gems. Churches muſt be as nicely deter- 
mined, as the points of a Dutch 
Compaſs. Their Bodies of \Or- 
thodoxy are as vaſt and volumi- 
nous as Aquinas sSumms, and they 
have drawn infinite Numbers of 
wanton and peevith queſtions in» 
to the Articles of their Belief; and 

now when they have ſwoln nu 
their Faich to ſuch a mighty bulk, 
and refined it to ſuch a delicate 
fubtilty, 'tis unavoidable but that 
this muſt perpetuate diſputes and 
diviſions to all Eternity. So far 

that worthy Author. | 

And who ſees not that if every 
Spes 


to the Reader. 


Speculative truth forſooth, be a ne- 
| ceſlary condition of Eccleſraſtical 
Communion, what a foundation is 
laid for numberleſs and endleſs di- 
viſions. Then when all mankind 

hall hawe the ſame crafts and tem- 
perament of body, the ſame Educa- 
tion, the ſame natural, and the ſame 
acquired Parts, the ſame IntereSts, 
Relations, Age and Sex; then in- 
deed we may reaſonably expeS, they 
may have the ſame apprehenſion of 
abſtruſe and Metaphyfical notions, 
that the ſame Ite, the ſame Venite 
will be heard in all our Churches. 
But I "_ to hear both from the 
ſeven Hills, and the Leman Lake, 
This man ſure dis-believes, if be 
do not deſpiſe our Chairs and our 
Rods. To whom T ſay; I believe 
that when a well pronounced Orati- 
on out of Tully, will ſet a diſloca- 
ted bone, or heal a broken leg, then 
will their Peynant Rods , and In- 
fallible Chairs, ſo clarifie humane 


under 


Phil. 3 I5% 
Ti £Tiges. 


W575 wh 
mp] FE. 


Videſss D. 
Hammond 
in loc, 
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underſiandings, that they ſhall ſee 
that Promiſes upon intpoſſeble con- 
ditions are rich and precious, and 
that both parts of a contradiction 
may be true. 

St. Paul bath raled this caſe ;, It 
in any thing ye are otherwiſe 
minded, you. ſball neither be efteem- 
ed a Publican or Heathen, nor yet 
delivered to Sathan,nor no ſecluded 
(hurch Communion : How then ? 
God ſhall reveal even this unto 
you. And inthe next Ghapter be 
tells us that peaceable mindedneſs 
ought to be prefer d above deep 
Speculations. The Peace of God, 
or Chriſt, which paſleth all under- 
ſanding, 3. e. fiudy of preſerving 
peace, the vertue, not the felicity 3 
and ſo tis emunerated amongſt the 


fruits of the Spirit by the ſame A- 


poſtle, Gal. 5. 22. Which was the 
Scope of the following diſcourſe; | 
wherein, if I did not deſerve, as I 
know I did not, the Bays, the Lan- 

rel, 


to the Reader: 


rel, 0r-'4 Crown ; yet methinks ng 
piotis 4n4 pacifick ſpirit ſhould de- 

ny me a Tripode, a Shield, or a 

Cop. Fadwance no FaGion, but 
labour.to remove thoſe diſcrimina- 

ting Shiboleths, which do mot 
candalonfly rend and divide Chri- 

ftendomTou'l not find ths leaſt inti- 

mation of any notion , but ſuch a 

readers the lovely Religion of our 

Lord and Maſter Chriſt, both more 
intelligible, and more praQticable, 

than doth the vulgar Schemes ; 

which raign and rage in ſome of 

our Preſſes and Pulpits. I knew 

[ had to do with Prejudice, (and 

great is the power of prejudice) 

and therefore I ſbeltred thy ſelf un. 
der the prote&tion of the moſt ex- yeice fmplici- 
cellene perſons of the firſt,and beſt, 7x vin 
and of the laſt and mot leained condide inter 


pretari; deinds 

Ages. fi quis lapſus | 
| e#,qui diſſima- 

lari won poreſt, mon illico ſeviendum in tum qui lapſut eff, quiim nemg 
non labatur 4 ſed adnitzeudum ut, bomine ſalyo, tollatur error. Deniqz 
fic eff almonindus prozimum, quemadmodum nos admoneri cupiremus, fd 
uid accidifſtt humanitits , ſaith the wiſe Eraſwmas in his Preface to 


t; Hilary, 
. And 
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And now at length, let me tell 
my Reader, that it was prepared 
without any purpoſe of going be- 
yond my hearer , which you may 
the rather believe by its late ſee- 
it:2 the light. Had not ſome petu- 
lant and maleyolent. people fſlan- 
dered it, awd traduced it, 'both a- 
mongſt the fxces Romuli ; and be- 
fore ſome venerable perſons ; to 
whom I am wery ready, both from 
my proper inclination, and duty, to 
give an account of all things of 
this nature, peradwenture you bad 
never received this trouble. I 
could pay them in their own coyn ; 
but I know to whom Vengeance 
belongs, and ſhall right my ſelf” on- 
[ly by the rule of M. Antoninus, 
T3 4 Forozak, by being as unlike 
them as may be. For IThave ſo 
learned Chriſt. But Tle leawe them 
to their proper Scorpions, and com 
fort my ſelf with an obſervation 
from theQuadrains of Guy de Faur. 

6 St 


to the Reader. 


St quelque fois le meſchant te 
blaſonne, 

Que t en chautil? helas! c' eſt 
ton honneur : 

La blaſme prend la force du 
donneur : 

Le Loz eſt bon, quand un bon 
nous le donne. 


I bave done when I have further 
obſerved, that nv notion in this diſ- 
courſe hath any aptitude or tenden. 
cy to make any man the worſe Citi- 
zen of this world or of the City of 
God. 

And if it hath, or ſhall meet 
with any Unbelievers, do not think 
that I am ſurprized, being well a- 
ware of that obſervation of Lattan= _ 
tius ; That men immerſed and ſunk  ptcens, 
into their pleaſing ſenſualities will Jar mm” 
not receive {nch doctrines, though /** — 
demonſtrated as clearly as if they _— 
were written with the beams of 

a 2 the 
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the Sun. -I am well enough aware 
that ſome notions. touched upon in 
this little Tract, though evident 
euough fo 4 competent Reader, 
might yet from a larger deduGion 
receive both ſirength and orna- 
ment. For whichregſan, I have 
annexed another Diſcourle bere- 
unto, which may be of ſome uſe 
in the great diſquiſition of Fun- 
damentals, and conſequently con- 
tributes ſomewhat to the peace 
of Chriſtendom. When you ſhall 
Once underſtand what it 1s tbat 
renders an Article neceſlary, you 
will forthwith be convinced of their 
paucity 3 and the fewer matters 
we have of difference, in all likgs 
lybood we ſhall the ſooner agpree. 
I foreſee a great number of {mall 
objeftions; but becauſe I am wat 
waSter of ſo much leiſure as Do» 
mician was, I ſpare you, after f 
have begged of you, you would 
Coley 


to the Reader. 


confider what I have ſaid, and 
of the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus, that he would give 
us underſtanding in alÞ theſe 
things. 


[2 Ivopnylay, $ whnulcy. 


Semper Optima paucillimis 
placuerunt. 
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Have ſalt in your ſelves, and 
have peace one with another, 


theſe words, we muſt open the 49: 

Verſe. For every one ſhall be ſal t- 
ed with fire, and every ſacrifice ſhall bt 
ſalted with ſalt. 

The particle For, intimates their con- 
nexion With the precedent words 3 and 
that they have the ſame ſence, will ap- 
pear by the ſequel of this Diſcourle 3 
viz. That ſome part of the Body perilh, 
that the whole may be preferved : which 
our Lord illuſtrates by an alluſion to = 
the two-fold Oblation,or the o33749 in the Ig may 
firſt and ſecond of Leviticus, the jnmaJous we,ugic, 
ind wiz, the burnt-Offering and the 
meat-Offering 3 the firſt was all burnt 
upon the Altar, in the ſecond the 73 wn- 
pbares only, or the memorial, which was 39% 2:2 
vein 3oph Ladia, a ſweet favour unto the pj dediax: 
Lord : of this chiefly did the Law pro- £99215 

B vide 5 


FE OR the better underſtanding of 


mas Tet 

« At dw ovla 
ww # LY 

mis QUTW)» 
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Patis 1640. 


A Viſttation Sermon. 


vide 3 Every Oblation of thy meat-of- 
tering ſhalt thou ſeaſon with Salt , nei- 
ther ſhalt thou ſuffer the Salt of the Co- 
venant of thy God to be lacking from 
thy meat-offering 53 and then adds ; 
With all thy Offerings thou ſhalt. offer 
Salt : which former words the LXXII. 
tranſlate thus, 114 S3ggy vans Cuar ca] xadbjon. 
2, and from them St. Mark, with reſpe& 
to the ſence, mo vs dx} daiviomm, 7c, Ee 
very gift of Sacrifice, or every Sacrifice, 
ſhall be ſalted with Salt. So that two 
things our Lord ſays; 1. Every one ſhall 
be ſalted with fire, that is of them of 
whom he was ſpeaking,who ſhould indulg 
their vitiousand depraved affections. They 
ſhould be falted with fire, 7. e. with both 
their eyes, and hands, and feet ſhould 
be confined to the Worm that doth not 
dye, and the Fire that is not quenched. 
A plain alluſion to the perpetuity of the 
fire upon the Altar of the burnt-offer- 
ings ; for Philo obſerves, 1t wasa Law of 
the exterior Altar, Fire ſhall burn inceſ- 
fantly upon the Altar : and though he 
makes that ſacred Flame a Symbol of 
our inceſlant Gratitude 5 yet our Lord 
refers to the conſuming quality of it: 
and in reſpe& to the great Act of his 
Juſtice , God himſelf is called a Conſu- 
ming Fire. And indeed «>i{«% ſignifies - 
we 


AViftation Sermon, 
well to be conſumed, as to be ſalted. So 


the Prophet 3. the Heavens ſhall vaniſh as t:b.13.29. 


Smoak. 19792) dA1@WT0VTH, jt 31 WT. Hence 


DID are maad paxy,01d rotten rags which AiT%op, 

Abedmelech (applied the Prophet with, <0 
7m, 

to fave his body from the Cords, by aqui. 

which he deſigned to take him out of Comminnetar, 


the Dungeon. And in that reſpect Salt 


is like to Fire ; that it hath a faculty of Nobil. 


conſuming as well as fire, with this 
difference ; it confumes but part, where- 
as Fire, to uſe Philo's words, mile inns 
aioxs Conſumes the whole. 

Every Sacrifice ſhall be ſalted with 
Saltz here our Lord takes the word in 
Its proper fignification, and intimates 
that every one who would be an ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice unto God , mult re- 
fine and preſerve himſelf pure from all 
evil and corrupt Afﬀecttons, as the Sa- 
crifice 15 by Salt from all putrefaction. 
The $#-2m 1s this. Every man mult by 
all means ſuffer ſome or other conſum- 
ption ; either by way of Salting, or by 
way of burning. This is the Vitious 
perſon, who will not mortifie, nor cru- 
cite his finfut Luſts and Aﬀections 3 he 
ſhall be falted with Fire, like the 7a- 
x«a/mwe (hall be wholly burnt up, and 
conſumed, z.e. go whole into a [tate of 


perdition. 
B 2 The 


KR 34. *,*. 
Fer,45.10, 


Rom.12.1. 
2v 31as CT ay. 


1 Pet. 2.5, 
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Ty % uankas 


Sv cid. 


J. Martyr, 
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The other is the Yertuous Man, the 
true and real Chriſtian, who 1s content- 
ed to part with Hand, or Foot, or 
Eye, or whatſoever elſe ſhall ſtand in 
competition with his obedience to his 
dear Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. He 
like the wiz is ſalted with Salt, a part 
of him only is conſumed; and he en- 
ters maimed into a ſtate of life. 

The Holy Scriptures frequently al- 
lude to both theſe Sacrifices: To the 
firit; 24y Sword ſhall be bathed in Hea- 
ven ; behold it ſhall come down upon Idu- 
mea, and upon the peeple of my curſe to 


judgement; the Sword of the Lord is fill- 


ed with blood, &c. For the Lord hath « 
Sacrifice in Bozra, and a great ſlaughter 
in the Land of Idumea. 

To the ſecond ; 7 beſeech you by the 
mercies of God , that you preſent your 
Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
wnto God , which is your reaſonable Ser- 
VICe, 

So St. Peter : We are an holy Prieſt- 
hood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices ac- 
ceptable unto God. Such as are xe x 
dvaeergiar ind ff offiur nroyere 5 Prayers and 
Euchariſts offered up by worthy per- 
ſons; theſe are rianar wire, x, 'ba'gero: md $4 
Svoiar, as the holy man ſpeaks 3 the only 


perfect and acceptable Sacrifices unto 
God, 


AV ifitation Sermon, 


God. In allufion hereunto St. Paul 
would have our ſpeech always ſeaſoned 
with Salt, 7. e. defecate and refined 
from every thing that is putrid, cor- 
rupt, and rotten, The former words 
of this Verſe are thought to be loco nor 
ſuo, however may be ſhut up in a Paren- 
theſis, and ſo we are at the Text.----Have 
ſalt in your ſelves, and have peace one 
with «nother, 

But here I cannot but obſerve an- 
other quality of Salt, viz. its VUnitive, 


5) 


Col. 4G, 


or Henotic. "Twas of old a Symbol of + x7 exies 


Union and friendſhip, which is never 
more ſcaſonable, than in our approaches 
to that God who: is O»e. Of its uſe in 
holy things, our Books abound with 
inſtances. 


Immunis aram (i tetigit manns 
Nor ſumptuoſ1 blandior hoſtia 
Mollibit averſos penates 

Farre pio, & ſaliente mica. | 1.e.] 


An innocent life, with a little A2/o/a 
ſalſa , ſhall propitiate your Houſhold 
Gods, ſooner than whole Hecatombs 
without it. So Tibullus. 


Omnia nods 
Farre pio placant, & ſaliente ſale. 
B 3 


$99 165. Eu 


ftath. 


Salientem mi- 
cam ſalis gra- 
num intellige, 
quod ſaliat 
cum inignem 
miſſam ſit, 

F orphyr. 

Far pium is 
mola ſalſa, 
which Greeks 
call xer Sa; 
UnTE GAG. 
Schol, on Ho- 
mer, Barly 
mingled with 
ſalt. 
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Alittle flower and falt expiats all the 
errours of the night. So likewiſe of its 
uſe in civil converſation 53 hereto #/- 
chines refers when he tells us we ought 
highly to eſteem the ſalts of the City, 
and the publick table. 

hs. Hither alſo muſt we refer the Symbol 
as 32 9 Jy. Of Dythagoras, ſalem apponito, ſet on the 
wir Tei falt, by which he would that we ſhould 
Pee $enc. not diffolve friendſhip 3 becauſe falt 
53+ preſerves every thing from putrefaction, 
272%. and is made of the moſt pure, and liquid 
aertins i198 Vi- - N 
ra Pythag. p, things, viz. Water , and the Sea, as Gy- 
rem 9% Wa eas obſerves : So ſalem, & menſanm ne 
"x 3/7 nan. Preterito, deſpiſe not the ſalt and table ; 
eor57w,vdg- Whence the Reverence of the table was 
vu £ >aer- put for the law of friendſhip, as Juvenal, 
menſe, Claudian , Emripides in Hecuba &* Thec- 
critzs in Hyla uſe it , and for that reaſon 
the Antients were wont to ſetit before 
their Gueſts before all other meat. But 
I (hall end this obſervation with one an- 
tient and one modern teſtimony of this 
cuttom. 
In hisCom. The firſt is of Origen ſpeaking of Ju- 
ments of St, das the Traytor. Neque ſalis ejuſdem , 
omeratey neque menſe , neque panis communicati 
»1emor : That he was mindful neither 
of the ſame ſalt nor table, nor the bread 


which our Lord communicated to 


tym. 
The 
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The ſecond is of Baron Sigi/mond who 
reports the Czar has no greater expreſſi- 
ons of his kindneſs than to ſend from 
his table bread and ſalt, idque maximi ho- 
noris loco habetur , which is eſteemed a 
very great honour, which he himſelf re- 
ceived when - Ambaſſadeur both from 
Maximilian and Ferdinand to Baſilins, 
He was alſo invited to dine with the 
Prince, with theſe words, Sigiſmunde 
comedes ſal & panem noitrum nobiſcunts 
Sigiſmund you ſhall eat our bread, and 
ſalt with us : And to this cuſtom 'tis not 
unlike but our Lord alludes in theſe 
words, Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have 
peace one with another. 

He had obſerved that envy and ambi- 
tion had moved that queſtion , ver/. 34. 
Tis peiCwr, Which of them ſhould be the 
greateſt ? and therefore in order to the 
laiter 'tis no wonder he referred to the 

former of thele fymbolical qualities; I 
mean that in order unto peace that he 
referred unto purgation. For only by 
pride comes contention. Sq that you may 
pleaſe to take this Paraphraſe of the 
words. Let the doffrine of the Goſpel 
corrode and eat out all the corruptions of 
Jour ſouls, and minds, and oblige you to 
all amity and peaceablenefs one with an- 
other; of the latter which I ſhall 
B 4 chute 


Prov, 13-10, 


Al; 4. 32. 
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chuſe to intreat chiefly , and of the for- 
mer only in order thereunto. 

Where you muſt not expect a tedious 
harangue 1 praiſe of peace :-. For, Q2xis 
nnquam Herculem vituperavit 2 whoever 
diforaiſed it ? but rather a ſevere ſtriFure 
and refleFion upon the want of charity 
in the Chriſtian World, with a propoſal 
of ſome cauſes of that defet. Such 
ER 

1. The 20n-purgation of all vitious 
and depraved affections. 

2. The miſtaking the trxe 20tion of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 

3. Theovervaluing of opinions. 

4+ The advancing doctrines which 
have 20 good influence upon our lives. 

5. The taking up the ſences of /ate 
»en , without inquiring after the good 
old paths , wherein the Fathers of the 
to and bei# Ages walked; and ſuch 

ike, 

And if peace was the laſt Legacy our 
Lord left us before he dyed , and the 
firſt bleſſczg with which he did falute us 
after he roſe again 5 how is it that that 
innocent dove has ſo many Ages ſince 
taken her flight , & Terram «gim reli- 
quit 2 Of old in the multitude of be- 
hevers there was 5 wee, & 1 Joy we, 
one heart,and one ſoul ; and their mutu- 
al 
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al charities, did notam nobis innrere, did 

fignaliſe us, ſaith Tertul/ian : See, ſay 

they, how Chriſtians love one another, 

and are ready to die for one another. _ 
'Twas Lncian's obſervation in his pere- — 
grinus, who ſpeaking of his impriſon- diligunzur pro 
ment , tells us 'tis incredible what zeal, 474: mors 
and celerity the Chriſtians expreſſed in rn 
viſiting and relieving of him; in ſuch 

caſes Chriſtians were wont to ſpare for 'Avtdin mir- 
nothing 5 nay they inriched him , and 
aſligning the reaſon hereof, he ſaith, 

s Newhinns 5 apur@- trjow curls , ous ef Sago Lucian pag. 
wr; oe wines, 7, e, Their chief Law- ns 
giver perſwaded them they would be- 

come mutual Brethren. 

So the City Prefe# in the paſſion of p,,;qicut; 
Vincentizs calls Chriſtians by way of «auſ#. 
ſcorn Fratres , Brethren. But whoſo- 
ever ſhall take a view of the Chriſtian 
Churches from the beginning of the 
Fourth Century down to this very day ; 
mult needs ſuffer ſome kind of commo- 
tion even for Religions ſake ; where he 
ſhall find no footſteps of that Primitive 
charity, though it may be, now and then 
a good man in vain calling for it. 

Of old the Church was all one body 
compacted by the Litere formate even 
from the AKhere to Nilxe ; from the Brit- 
tiſh Ocean to and beyond _—_ : 

ut 
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but now every little ſpot of earth has 
(God helpus ) a ſeveral Church Catho- 
lick : Nay ever fince the opening of the 
Springs of Controverſies , and the de- 
termining of unneceflary Queſtions, the 
Church has ſuffered a deluge of Opini- 
ons, and Schiſms, with which at this day 
'tis over-run , and which 1s the ſaddeſt 
effe& of all, ſince we are become anathe- 


Dum altcy al- ; 
teri anathema 124 to one another, almoſt no man is found 
fe capit, ?'*- cloſely to adhere to Chriſt. The diſſenti- 


their ons of Chriſtians are the diſgrace of 


Hyl. Chriſtianity. Witneſs the woful effects 
of the Alexardrian controverhie, where- 
in we have ſeen Conncil condemning 
Council, and one Prelate another. 
Whom would it not grieve to ſce the 
Mitre and the Croſjer ſtrangely convert- 


ed into the Helmet , and the Partizan 5 


and ſuch ingenious cruelties practiſed 


upon one another, as quite out-did the 
ele infelle bloody Pagans ? So that a Heather com- 
þ ge ſam 6- plained, No Wolves nor Tygers,nor beaſt 
6 ferates pleri- Of prey are ſo hurtful to man as very ma- 
que Chriftimo- ny Chriſtians are to one another, What 
149, Ammi- i - . 
an. Marcel, 1-gennows Chriſtian is not troubled to 
hear Julian beſpeaking diſſenting Chri- 
itians. Audite me quene Alemannt audi- 
erunt, & Franc, 7. e. hear me whom the 
barbarous Nations have heard : To 
hear Marcxs Antoninys 3 0 Marcoman- 


n!, 
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ni, O Quadi, 0 Sarmatx tandem alios vo- 
bis inquietiores invent ;, at length I have 
found fome others more ſeditious and 
more xxquiet than your ſelves -: So 
that a Pariſean maſſacre , a Guiſtan leagye, 
or a Powder-Treaſon, and that too for 
Religion's ſake ( the more's the pity ) is 
no great wonder in the World. But O 
tell it not inGath , nor publiſh it in the 2 Sam, 1. 20, 
ſtreets of Aſcalon, leſt the Daughters 
of the Philiitins rejoyce , leſt the 
Daughters of the uncircumciſed tri- 
umph. 

The Great Exſebizv4 complained that T« nyure # 
the forementioned Alexardrian diviſion ————_ 
cauſed the venerable divine dodrine to 2 _ 
undergo the impure ſcorns and ludibries ' x>wks 
even of the Pagans inthe mid(t of their 97 pn. 
Theaters, And how much Religion ſuf- «re «. 
fers in theſe late days by theſe means a- 
mongſt weak men, whocannot, or will 
not diſtinguiſh betwixt humane paſſions, 
and divine revelations, I need not now 
remember. What devaſtation the holy 
houſe , the Sambanite , and the fatal pile 
have they made in the World! We have 
ſeen Prices unthroned, Prelates unchair- 
ed, and people over run with fire and 
ſword, and all for Religion. 


Tantiin Relljgio potuit ſuadere malorum ? 
For 
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For Religion did I ſay? no St. Fame: 
has better reſolved that queſtion , ia 
mnep@, whence are wars and fightings ? 
are they not from your pleaſures? by a 
Metonymy, 7.e. for the deſires of things 
rather pleaſurable than neceſlary for hu- 
mane, or divine life. 


Ex cupiditar;. Divitis hocvitinm eſt auri, nec bella fuere 


bus odia diſs Faginus adſtabat cum ſcyphus ante dapes, 
dia, - ng" 

ditiones, 
= 7 rene " Whenmen drank ina treen diſh,there 


Cie, 1.d Fin. ere no wars. | 
Our hatred, difſenfions, diſcords, ſe- 
ditions, our holy and xnholy wars are 
from our luſts, our envy, our pride, our 
avarice , and our ambition : So that a 
great part of our ſufficiency for theſe 
things 1s a cordial endeavour after an 
univerſal pxrity of heart, and life. 
And therefore the beſt Philoſophers 
do frequently diſcourſeof their 4g! w- 
Sema, purgative vertues as necellary to 
preſerve the ſoul for the knowledge of 
the moſt excellent, and uſeful truths, 
For into a malicious —_ wiſdom ſhall not 
wil. 1, enter, nor dwell in the body that is ) 


H xaxis. w#nto fin. Wickedneſs 1s deſtructive of 


Pm at- principles 3 and thisnotion is agreeable 
alt to the ſence of all mankind. 

Amongſt the Gentiles before a . man 

could 


| — 
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could be imbued with the diſcipline of 
the Fleuſinia Sacra , or the holy things 
of the Magna Mater , he muſt by cer- 
tain degrees , and definite intervals of 
time be purged from the pollutions of 
this life, and the ſordes of his fins. 

They had their mirfvus » x83 rl '{s, and 
then their amjþnrings: , and their wva( ns, 
wiCes , and at length their imnl5, their 
publick pargations , their more recon- 
did, their aggregations , initiations , and 
then their viſozs: So weread no man 
could be conſummate in the myſteries 
of Mythra, unleſs having palled through 


many degrees of puniſhments , ##i&# iu- av mg 
ns (101, x &malj, 7, e. he preſent himſelf mgatr, Ns 


holy, and unhurt. He muſt go through 


Firſt, iawgnzz;, and then the Hapwnre , 
The lighter, then the more labourſome, 
Teri rgrTe 5 TALur®* , lo the Candidate 
1s conſummate. 

So the Primitive Chriſtians always 
cauſed the Ya purgativa to precede the 
via illuminativa , from whom the myſti- 
cal Divines had it. So the pretended 
Dionyſizs diſtinguiſhes the operation of 


the ſacred 2/ſteries into three ations g.,ggyn iy, ue. 
divided by their proper rites and ſea- »'s, niwe- 


ſons, purgation, initiation, and perfeFion, (45. 


The 


KOs» 


fire and water, hunger and thirſt, great as, « dv 
travels and ſuch like , 80 in number ; 7&4 mic 
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Ileoac v{{iGs 
& npool 
rm. 1 Tt fs, 
Ul \ 
ov a isy 2; 


Wane, 


F ames 2. 17- 


Res Deo grati- 
or abſque du- 
bio quam de 


fider dogmatrs 
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The like: we may obferve in the 
whole procedure of the antient Church, 
either concerning fuch as were to be 
made Chriſtians, or were to be reſtored 
to the communion of the faithful 3 and 
the firit muſt go through the ſtate of 
Catechumens, then of competents, before 
they could be fideles. But touching 
their lapſed , their diſcipline was very 
ſevere 3 They were to go through man. 
en Tims; dey , four places of punilh- 
ments, which they rarely underwent in 
leſs than twelve years. So true it is that 
the wiſdom which is fromabove is firſt 
pure, then peaceable. 

The reſtauration of which Diſcipline 
in the Church would be doxbtleffmore 
acceptable to God Almighty than our ex- 


fubrilier 4iſ- tra{criptural , and ſubtle determinations 


putare extra 
ſcripturas 3 
omnes diſſent i- 
entes ferro & 
flamma proſe- 
qui ; in quo 
hodie ſummus 
pietatss apex 
ponitur, I{a, 


Caſaub. 


I Cor, 7. 19+ 


Gal. 5.6. 
6, 15, 


I Cor,6. 9,10, 


& of Articles of our Faith , and the pro- 


ſecution of all Diflenters with fire and 


ſword; which at this day 1s the height 


of ſome mens Religion 3; faith the Great 
Caſaubon. Which yet St. Paul places net- 


. ther in circumciſpon nor uncircumciſton, 


but in the new creature, 1. e. in faith that 
works by love 5, or in the keeping of the 
commandments of God, And which will 
moſt evidently appear, if we conſider 
that the great end, and deſign of Reli- 
gion , is to entitle us unto , and 
Vc 


A cc” 5a 


. » 5 Fr, bois des 
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veſt us with a Lite after Death, and a 
blefſed Immortality. 

Now let us conſider firſt what it is 
that ſecludes us from that State ; Saint 
Paul will tell you itis unrightcoulſneſs, 
Fornication, Tdolatry, Adultery, Effemi- 
nacy, Sodomy, Theft, Covetonſneſs, drun- 
kenneſs, Reviling, Extortion , Unclean- 
neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
Variance, emulation, Wrath, ſtrife, Se- 
dition, Hereſies , Envyings, Murthers , 
Revellings, and ſuch like 3 7 have told 
you before, and I tell you again, faith 
the Apoſtle, That they that do ſuch things 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

What is it then that admits into that 
Kingdom ? our Lord will anſwer that 
oozes. How readeſt thou , ſaith he to 
the Lawyer, who had asked him what 
he muſt do to inherit Eternal life, Thus 
I read, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart &c. ( which is no 0- 
therwiſe exemplified, than by keeping 
his Commands) and thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf 3 this do and thou ſhalt -live., 
ſaith Chriſt, 

Herein alſo did the antient Church 
place the Eſſence of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, whereof I will give you al\- 
ſurance from Witneiles Doweſtick, and 
Forreign, 

]. 


i5 


Galat 5.19. 


Luke 10,26, 
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Athen, leg, 


Ercludimur, (i 
fari mus qua 
facinne non 
Chriftiani, 


Nemo illicChri- 
ffranw,uiſ 
Plaut tantim 
Chriſtianus,aut 
5 & aliud, jam 
nou Chriftia- 
nes, 


Defenunt tum 
Chriftiani habe- 
ri apud nos. 
Apol, 

Hac non ad- 
mittet on ues! 
qui natus a 
Deo fmerit,non 
futuruw Dei i 
limfs admiſerit. 
Deveftro nume- 
v0 Carcer ex4- 
ftuat; Chriftia- 
ns ibj nul us 
nift aut rexs 
Jus, Ts 
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J. Martyr ; If you ſhall obſerve any 


to live not as our Lord hath taught , 
wel: Swres pn alis xoiravet , Let all the 
World know they are ns Chriſtians, al- 
though they make never ſuch Orthodox 
Confeſſzons of their Faith, So Athena- 
goras 5 No Chriitidn is a wicked man. un- 
leſs he be ſuch an one as doth diſſemble 
his profeſſcon. So Tertullian 1 You would 
have is renounce the name of Chriſtian ; 
we are excladed if our lives be as the lives 
of ſuch as are not Chriſtians. And up- 
braiding to the Gentiles , that their 
Priſons, Mines , and Beaſts were daily 
cloyed with Malefactors, he tells them ; 
There is not a Chriitian amongit them , 
unleſs he be there for his Chriſtianity on- 
ly; for if he be upon any other account, 
he is no Chriſtian. And again 5 You 
will ſay evers ſome of ours do ſwerve from 
the Rule of our Diſcipline, then they 
ceaſe to be accounted Chriſtians amongſt 
#5. And in another Treatiſe, having 
enumerated very many of the works 
of the Fleſh ; he ſays, He that 3s born 
of God will by no means commit theſe 
things; for if he ſhould commit then, he 
wonld be no longer the ſon of God: 

So Minucins Felix 5 Tour Priſons are 
crowded with your own number, but not 
4 Chriſtian amongſt them, nilt aut = 

uz 
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ſuz Religionis aut profugus, unleſs gui/- 
ty only of his Religion, or a Runagado 
fromit, 

So Lucian in his Peregrinis tells us, 


They worſhipped their crucified Sophi 


XK x71 7103 &- 
3 of [4 - 
KhYVs VOSS 


and lived according to his Laws. SO Aid. Ep.97 
Pliny to Trajan tells us, ſpeaking of 
Chriſtians, They were wont to convene 

on 4 ſet day before it was light, and there ems "iff 
to ſing alternatly an Hymn to Chriſt, as quafs Deo di- 


cere ſecum int- 


if he were God, and to bind themſelves Fel" 

by oath to no wickedneſs 5 but that they Xe furtagie 

would commit no Thefts, nor Robberies , — 

nor 'Adulteries, nor break, their faith,nor minermr,ne fi- 

betray their truſt : which done, they were COT 

wont to depart, and to meet agdin to cat — 

bread in common , but very innocently. garent. 

Agreeably hereunto doth the Prophet ris con 

Micah reduce Religion to Righteouſneſs, ſcunm,tamen 

Mercy, and an humble Piety 3 and Saint © imnoxium. 

James places true and genuine Religion Jamey 1.27; 

in Beneficence and Purity of life. Sothat 

if ' Chriſtians will contend as ſuch,there 

remains to them only a laudable Am- 

bition to excel in Meekref and Humili- 

ty, in Mercy and Charity, in Parity and 

Peaceableneſs 5 and not in multiplying 

Articles of Faith, and then like fooliſh 

Builders , miaking all of them of the 

foundation , whereof St. Hilary doth 

gravely complain to Corſtantins , That 
C after 
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Conſcit nobis after the Councel of Nice, Chriſtians did 


py ma little elſe but write Creeds. ; 
wg Nor in determining fruitleſs and in- 
«4 quam flew determinable Queſtions 5 which all 
ſerthi, Chriſtendom may truly ſay, is Funds 
noſtre Calamitatis, the Ground of all our 
Schiſms and Diviſions,Had the Tridentine 
Fathers had a right notion of Chriſti- 
anity , they would have ſpared their 
Anathemata, and Geneva their Fires,and 
Dort their Wagons 3 had they confider- 
ed that ſuch and oxly ſuch Articles arc 
neceſlary, without the explicit know- 
ledge of which, we could not perform 
the conditions of the new. Covenant. 
That is, Believe in God and Chriſt, and 
obſerve their Precepts, ( this entitles 
us to the Promiſes.) They-would ra- 
The worthy ther have ſpent their Zeal in preaching 
curmhoret.. St. Paul's Doftrine of Repentance from 
decavsof dead works, and the exerciſe of Cha- 
CO” pie- rity. For I would the Proud Diſputer, 
chapter of the 42d the whole Polemick Rabble ſhould 
miſchiefsari- know, that neceſſary Articles are net- 
ſing trom Gil- ther 2r41y, nor obſcure. 
pute?. L 
I. Not #4ny. How ſuccin® was that 
Creed upon which our Lord built his 
Matth.15.1g, Church. We believe, and are ſure that 
thou art the Son of the living God; 
John 11.27. and this was Marthas Creed, and Sal- 
vation was particularly promiſed - = 
is 
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This was the end of writing St. John's 

Goſpel, that we might believe that Je- 

ſus 3s the Chriſt the Son of G84, and that John 20.31. 
believing we might have life through hjs 

name. That Jefus Chrilt was the Son of As 8.37. 
God,was the Eunuchs Creed.So St. Paul; 
This is the word of Faith which we preach, 
that if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy month 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thy 
heart that God hath raiſed him from the 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. And this 
ſimplicity did the antient Church. re- 
tain. Trenews, Who when he had recit- 
ed that Creed, which then was not fo 
long as now it is, adds, in mv lwaltel ,,, - Sis 
abyw , Not the mot eloquent of all the & M\imancy 
Prelats in the Church ines rin ipit , be- 57% 3, Swi 
lieves any more, and the moſt ſ1mple Idecot is. 7 
believes no leſs : the Faith being one and meghow, 
the ſame. They who have the greateſt ©iinorenit 
plenty J words do not exceed it, and tea, 1.1.23. 
they who have the feweſt do not dimi- 

niſh it, 

So Tertallian tells us , the Rule of ; 
Faith is ozly one; ſtable and wnalterable, _— 
So that it 1s no wonder that excellent ſola,immotilis, 
Priztce, in his Anſiyer to Perrore, thinks '77formabilic 
the number of things neceſſary to Salva- Rexrerum ab- 
. tion is not very great, And further , ſou meceſſs- 

, , riarum ad ſa- 
his Majeſty thought there was no more lutem non mas 
expedite way to Peace, than diligently to gnum eſſe nu 

'S; 2 ſepa- merum, 


Rom.1v.$,9, 
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ſeperate Neceſſaries from Non-neceſſaries, 
and that we might all agree in _ G 
ries 3 in non neceſlariis Libertati Chri- 


ſtianz locus. detur, in unneceſſary Ars ; 
ticles let Chriſtian liberty take place. j 
| The King further ſays, That if we made } 
Loc _ aſe of this diſtin@ion for deciding of Con- 
pift. Card.Per. troverſies at this day, there would be nei- } 
Londini 1612 z hey Jong nor fierce Contention among ſi 
Pious and Modeſt men, about Articles | 
abſolutely neceſſary; Nam & pauca 1lla 
ſunt, & fere ex xquo ab omnibus pro- 
bantur, 7. e. That they are both few, and 
upon the matter receiv'd by all who would 
be accounted Chriſtians. Nay that learn- 
ed and pacifick King doth ſo much va- 
lue this diſtinction , for the leflenin 
of Controverſies, which excerciſe Gods 
Church, that he- judges it the Duty of 
all that are ſtudios of Peace , diligen- 
tiſſime hanc explicare, urgere , docere, 
moſt diligently to explicate , urge , and 
teach it. 
.And this is but the breathing of that 
Spirit which influenced the fri? and 
beſt Ages of the Church. How elſe 
| ſhall we underſtand  Juſtiz Martyr , 
who anſwering that objettion of Try- 
» Arle ems bt pho, That Chriit ſhould be God before the 
erbgrss World was , and be made man and be 
born , and yet not be born according , 
the 
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the manner of men 5; * uinuy meg I6Zov done? wor 

D,Y md & war; 7. 6. (faith Trypho) it ſeems 

to me not only incredible, but alſo fooliſh. 

The holy man anſwers, If Icannot de- 

monſtrate that he did pre-exiſt, the Son of 

him that made the Univerſe, and was a 

Man born of a Virgin 3 herein only twas 

fit to ſay I was miſtaken 5 but not to de- 

ny that he was the Chris, if it ſhould, q 1 we) 

appear that he was a Man born according & gizuts ids- 

to the manner of men, and be demonſtra- 99.99 on 

ted that he was made the Chriſt by E- funerals 

leFion : For there are ſome ſriends,quoth 2v13r xe5d» 

he, of our Profeſſuon, who do confeſs him i : yo ne al 

to be the Chriſt, yet do affirm him to be yyiuny Sro- 

a man born according to the manner 0 Videſss Ju 

men. Mart.p.63. I2 
So Cyril of Hieruſalem. That God 4*:R.Steph. 

hath a Son, that you are to believe; but FRE -_g 

be not ſo curious as to enquire into the rin7;4+,15 

Modus of that Filiation 5 for if you ſeek p— = 

it you ſhall not findit. Do not flie t00 tnlay 3 we w- 

high, leſt you fall, but attend to thoſe OpeS ty 

things alone which he hath commanded wr —_— 

Jon. And alittle after he tells dvJagzis ayonl=n 

ou1 aps tviCnar $KC, Tt 3s ſufficient to afſy ary _ 

thy Piety to know that God has but one Cyril por. 

Sore. | wats, 
So Gregory Nazianzen, ſpeaking of the ,;,#g4;c g 

holy Spirit, tells you. There are that 93 v.axds 


do depreſs him into the degree of a Creas |! —_ Las 
C 3 ture, 
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813 O22: von ture O* they he ſays, are injurious,and bad, 
Corles, fer 11,4 the worſt ff ſervants 3 There. are that 
IJ 


{Act Te F ; ; op 
Srrarze he think, him God,and they are Divine Spi- 


orowatarrrestl rits, and of clear, and bright nnderſtand.- 


—— ings. There are that name him ſo, if it be 


ef IN ra7er- in preſence of men of good judgement. 
ouncef. Nazi. 7 Pey are noble ſouls 5 but if in preſence of 
anz. Orat. 44, weak Chriitians, they are not wiſe diſpen- 


Pag- 709 cers of the word: Tis all one as to caſt a 
Nr” EG pearl into the dirt to obje the voice of 
if they belie- TÞ,1r2der or the brightneſs of the Sun to 


ved the pro- a weak ear, or eye , to give ſolid meat to 
ceſſion of the hi . 

holy Ghot #7 that needs and »ſes milk. 

from the Son, 

yet did not condemn thoſe of Hereſie, who did not. See the Judjcious 
and Learned Do&tor Srilling.in his Ratiowal Account, pag.10, 11, 12,13. 


And to theſe excellent men TI ſhall 
or relation ſubjoyn a worthy Preſate of our own 
cn 25. Church, who conſidering the proceed- 

ings of Rome, in the Article Filieque 
concludes, 'tis hard to add and to ara- 


For the mo- s 
Jus of ths TPerratiſe too. All which paſſages can- 


Proceſſion, not be underſtood without that Koyal 


See Critlate diſtintion of neceſlary\ Articles and 
Patriarch of 
Alexandria mnon-neceſlary. And fo \we fee what 
to the _ ſtreſs holy and good men haid upon rhe 
tr _ miceeties of the Chriſtian Faith, 
AETT oA0 yi ; 
Tx '7152ws. Epiphan. Fgo me refero ad illas ſcripture veces, que Jubent 
invocare Chriſtum, quod «ft ei bonorem divinitatis tribuere, © plenum con- 
ſolationis eft, mis IN ;Sias off ar 191 06w?, x, dagnggs d'ne/Cus Cureirs 6- 
*Wv ovpiger, Melanthon, Ep. 140. p. 708. 

Yet 
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Yet all this notwithſtanding the boute- 
fenes and incendiaries of Chriſtendome, 
ſuppoſe, nor Creed, nor Scripture ſuffici- 
ent to make up an Orthodox Chriſtians 
Confeſhon of Faith, To all ſuch ſuper- 
fine wits, I ſhall oppoſe Tertullzar 3 


What is Athens to Jeruſalem, or the Aca- Quid ergo 4- 
thenis © Hie- 


demy to the Church, or Hereticks to Chris goſolumis, quid 
ſtiens. Let them ſee to it who have in- Academie of 
troduced a Stoical, Platonick , or a ſubtle ; _—_— & 
Chriitianity. What needs any curioſity Chriftianis. 
after and beyond Chriſt Jeſus, or farther 4m" 957 


op - Stoicum & 
diſquiſition after we have receiv'd the Go- Platonicum & 


ſpel. So ſoon as we believe we deſire no- Yialfticum 
; "oP Chriftianſ- 
thing farther than to believe © for this we um protule- 


firſt of all believe, that there is nothing fur- 1nt. De Pra- 
8 (cript, C. 5,8. 


ther that we ought to believe, Xobis caraftn- 

te non ft opus 
poſt Chritum Feſum, nec Inquiſitione poſt evangelium. Cum credimus nihil 
defideramus ultra credere. Hoc enim pris credimus, non eſſe ultra quod cre- 
dere debeamws. 


In vain I fay did he adore the fulzeſs 
of the Scripture 5 and provoke the ſhop Adoro Scri- 


t lentt ts 
of Hermogenes to ſhew where the z2atter Son ds 
in controverſcee was written, if not to bid Hem. c. 22, 
him fear, that woe which is denounced a- 
gainſt all ſuch as add to, or detrad# from 
the Sacred Scriptures, In vain did >, 
; ; . : W WTE Togo 
Apolinaris fear to write againſt the He- 5J«a., wire 
refie of Miltiades, leſt he ſhould ſeem to © v fux- 


FE &r. Fuſeb 
ſome men to make additions to the Do- 4 "— = _ 


C 4 drine 


eurpunre ul 
MOL O4 &- 

He x, Nec- 

TT revue! VEge 

pai recs rlw 

T "Anus 

<4 myyrtay, 

Qrat. cont, 


gentes, 


De vera fide, 


P» 251. 
f. 19, 


Regulz bre- 
Vior. 98. 


% 
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Grine of the New Teſtament. To or from 
which he may neither add nor ſubſtra&t 
who would inſtitute his life according to 
the precepts of the Goſpel. They who think 
they can ſpeak more properly than the 
Wiſdom of God has ſpoken, let them re- 
concile themſelves to Athanaſizs, who 
avers the Sacred and Divinely inſpir'd 
Scriptures are abundantly ſufficient for 
the declaration of the truth : and to Saint 
Baſil who makes it without all doubt a 
parece inner mts 4 manifelt falling from 
the Faith and. a mot certain proof of 
pride n.e0eriy m 9 Wyeapor, 1 exeucynr 
W wi Hver pelar, either to rejed any thing 
that is written, nor to introduce any thing 


that is not written > Our Lord having ' 
ſaid zy ſheep will hear my woice, and a . 


ſtranger will they not follow , but will flee 
from him +, for they know the. voyce of 


firangers. And again, enquiring of what 


mind the 5 z&/ ought to be, he faith 
he would have them always to fear leſt 
be ſhould affirm or determine any thing be- 
ſides the Will of God i & mis yeoals 6po- 
aoycueror, without controverſie laid down 
in the Sacred Scriptures, leſt he be found 
a falſe witneſs of God, And again he tells 
us 'tis the property of a faithful miniſter 
to preſerve intire and without the adul- 
terate mixtures of any other R"- 

that 


= PE SR  nn—_—_ Os * = 
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that which was coneredited to him by his Tem haas- 
merciful Lord to be communicated to his Q,nntns 
fellow ſervants , and he aſſigns irrefra- dandy &. ana” 
gable reaſon 3 becauſe neither our Lord, 773" f4t- 
or the Spirit of God ſpake from them- " 
ſelves : Nay a little after he tells us , 

he would ſpare to wſe ſuch terms and \ ryfpatet 
words, "which in ſo many ſyllables are not %, enuiner e- 
found in the divine Scriptures , though wver,  Mi- 
they did retain the ſameſence ; and af- <= 
ſigns this reaſon for it 3 ſuch kind' of prru ri Sig 
terms and words, beſides their novelty, Fs 
+ viv Elyoy njpeiy immotiy{, Are apt to 7nnovate you 
the ſence of things, and were never found 

uſed ” holy men heretofore 5 Theſe T have 

by all means declined, ; tina, y dvirew , 

4s ſtrange and forreign to the holy Faith. 

Nothing can be more concluding,unleſs 

I ſhould end this obſervation with that 

voice out of the Cloud, which faid, 

This is my beloved Son in whom I at well Mats 17.5- 
pleaſed, Hear ye him. 

Nor Obſcure. Though ſome men think 2, 
nothing makes a Solemnity but Shades, cnte parole 
and therefore introduce their divine no- mes i 
tions like Homer's Deities,always cloath- mens, tont ce 


ed with Cloud. They repreſent our 90 wee: 
ſaive pony for- 
mer la Foy & pony regler le Culte, les Meurs, faith the learned Clewde 
in his Anſwer to Arnaud. lib. 1.c, 4. ſpeaking of God's Word, Nay 
he further adds theſe excellent words 3 I! ef aiſe meſme aux plus 
fimples, de juger fs le Miniftere ſous Ie quel nows vivons peut conduire 
au ſalut, & per conſequent fi noſtre Societe eft la — Egliſe, 
ol 


Eſay 8.20. 


2. Pet.3.15., 
Horwil.3, 111 25 
Theſl. 
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Lord as another Sphynx , that they 
might be reputed the only Oedipns's in 
the World ; but can we think that he, 
who was diſcloſed from the boſom of 
that God, who dwells in inacceſſible 
light; he whoſe name is 'AaJoa4 the Eaſt or 


the Morning ; he who 1s the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs, 73e6; 72 «242107 the true 
and genuine Light, who was cloath'd 
with Light upon Mount Tabor, and in 
that Garment appeared unto the per- 
ſecuting Saxl 3 be who brought Life 
and Immortality to /ight , and whoſe 
Diſciples are the /;zght of the World ; 
that, he diſcourſes Zrigmweta, Myſteries. 
and Darkneſs. We find him in his fa- 
mous Sermon upon a Mountain indeed, 
but below the Clouds. Can we think 
it that that God who appeared win a pil- 
lar of Fire under the Oeconomy of A4- 
ſes, appears only in a pillar of. Cloyd 
under the diſpenſation of Chriſt ? Ts 
there no light in the Sun that fountain 
of Light, becauſe the blind man doth 
not ſee jt ? No, no, to the Law and to 
the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak, not according 
to this word, it is becauſe there is no light 
in them. Tell menat there are weyium 
ma , ſome things hard to be underſtood. 
St. Chryſoſtor ſolves that, mr mn alemnats 
die, all neceſſaries are clear and mani- 
feit, 


) 
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feſt. So Hilary; Almighty God doth not Xon per diffici 


+ iT, | les nos Dews ad 
invite us to a bleſſed !mmortality by hard jo 


queſtions, nor doth he ſollicit us with any queſtiones v0- 
great variety of a copious Eloquence 3, but #1: mutt 
propounds Eternity to #5 upon plain and D—_ —_ 
intelligible terms, when this is all, even nſslicitar. 
to believe that Jejme was raiſed from the bis fell oh 
dead by God, and to confeſs hint to be the eternitas. 
Lord. And a heathen Hiſtorian doth com- Jum ſuſcite- 
" : : um d mortuis 
plain of Conſtantine, 1 hat he did perplex yer Deum cre- 
the Chriſtian Religion , a Religion plain & ipſum 
and intelligible enongh, with ſuperſtition Jari rg 
and dotage. De Trinitat., 
For in the firſt and beſt Ages of the {5190237 
Church , Religion did not conſiſt 'of Religionem 
Syſtems of abſtruſe and difficult Specula. cm— abs 
tions , nor dry and barren Opinions C—_ * 
but there was a ſpecial care had that ſp»/itione 
their Theological notions were «er' \*;m.5.3. 
eurienes ſuch as tended to a vertuons and Tit,1.1. 
pioxs life, and did not directly contra- 7 ſenificar 
dit the conditions of that Covenant by Grothesis be. 
which we claim eternal happineſs; ſuch igemims: 
as are the fatal pre-determinations of wm - pi 
mens eternal ſtates, and the ſervitude of wivatur, 
humane minds 3 which pair of Dogmate, 
like Hippocrates his Twins, laugh and 
cry, liveand die together. If there be 
any that are vertuous and conſequent- 
ly happy vow, © $4 mi poge, naturally 
and fatally ſuch, Such an one I would 
eſteem 
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eſteem an Hero ſprung ex ſtirpe Deo- 
rum 5 


m——_—__ —— 


*ArSeis 18 PonrE mijs Eupsrau, ance 24070. 


You'd think him not born of Mortal 
parents, but to be of divine extraftion. 
But that a Good and Aighteons God hath 
decreed from all Eternity, to bring into 
being innumerable z2yriads of Souls, 
who let them do what they will and 
can, are irreverſibly determined to un- 
ſpeakable torments ; fo great and fo ex- 
ceeding, that all the racks and tortures 
the witty cruelties of enraged Tyrants 
could ever invent or execute , would 
be eaſe and pleaſure in compariſon of 
them, and that theſe pangs ſhould re- 
main freſh upon them for ever and for 
ever 3 this faith a learnedand pions per-" 
ſon is the repreſentation of that ſowr 
Dogme, which he juſtly accuſes of being 
contradictious to Reaſor , and blaſphe- 
»0us of God ; and after tells you a 
great truth, That the. ſerious and im- 
perious obtruſton of ſuch a diſmal con- 
ceit as this, for one of the greateſt Ar- 
canums of Religion, is enough to make 
the free ſpirit , and over inclinable to 
prophaneneſs, to queſtion the whole 
frame 


A AA © Q == 
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frame of it. And that this ſhould be 

done by men who pretend they would 

advance wvertye, piety and probity in the : 
World, is a great argument that they 29 Stories 
underſtand not the conſequence of their 0 he was Re- 


own Dogmata ſo well as the Tragedian "g/0nmm we- 
. d gligentior,quia 
di - perſuaſionis 
plenus cunQ a 
Solvite mortales animos, cariſque levate, iT; _ 
Totq;, ſupervacuis anini deplete querelis ; furores, Certa- 
bp, . _ mins Allabro- 
Fata regunt orbem,certd ſtant omnia lege. bran 
weceſſitate tan- 


Caſt away your cares, and forbear your paler "og 
fruitleſs complaining , for Fate governs þ quilewend 
the World, and nothing can fall out other- © Zenone diſ- 


: - entit, ſaith 
wiſe than zt does: Pace ro 


And to introduce the Servitude of Foach.Came- 
humane minds , doth neceſfarily ſub- 777-2796 
vert all Law; Diſcipline, and Religion, Fhe ome 24 
the ſam whereof is contained in the Pre- {«ncthon to 
cepts of Obedience, the Promiſes of Re- rh 
wards, and the Threatnings of Puniſh- ſame paſſage, 
\,ments3 but he that adts from an inevi- 5, noon 
table neceffity, is uncapable of a com- 9odrina ſala- 
mandement; that which could not be 1% 9%cura- 

X . , . trr peregrinis 
otherwiſe neither merits the praiſe of yj;purationibes 
obedience, nor the reproach of diſobe- 
dience. Wepraiſe not the £# that he 
riſesupon us, and ſpreads his comfort- 
able —_ in our hemiſphere z nor the 


Clouds that they drop fatneſs, We know 
they 
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they can dono otherwiſe; 'Tis ſo with 
Man under theſe Adamantine bonds of 
Fate : Hand eſt nocens quicunque non 
ſponte Fa ROCens. 

And now could I account for the De- 
gexeracy of Chriſtendom from any other 
cauſe, I would have conſidered no other 
Opinions. WhenT look into the Rowan 
Communion 3 the multitude of their 
Indulgences, and Pardons, their {light 
and ſuperficial Pexarces, their calite Pro- 
miſes of (ecurity to careleſs{inners, mult 
needs be acceptable to ſuch a kind of 
people as have a mind to enjoy this 
World as well as that to come, and fo 
that part of the wonder ceaſes : But, 


Tliacos intra muros peccathr & extra, 


The Reformation is faulty too3 which 

makes me think ſome bad doctrines do 
Þe Fuftitis £00 much influence their lives. Such as 
Chrifti impmia- an imaginary Righteouſneſs,an empty Faith, 
t« nobie-maſt no weceſity, no poſſibility of keeping the 
prafiitiſmu, Commandments of Chriſt, What ſhould 
© de fide,que they do with a righteouſneſs of their 
fe op own, who do expect to be made as per- 
amplefti debe- fettly righteous as the boly Feſws the Sor 


annum? of God, by the imputation of a righte- 


verbum in [a- 


eris liters, oulneſs not their own 2 Why thould 
Grotii Yawm they not ſet up their reſt ina Faith 


ad Articulam 
IV, 


preſctnd- 
> 


— a oc <a os mw % i. 
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preſcinded from Charity, who vapour 

to the World, yer dives fit homo Chri- 

ſftianus ſrve baptizatws, qui etiam wvolens 

non poteſt perdere ſuam ſalutem, quantiſ- 

cunque peccatis, niſt nolit credere, And 

what neceſſity, what poſhbility of keep- 

ing the Commands of Chriſt, when 

St. Paul is carnal, ſold under ſin, does 

not the good he would, and does the evil 

he would not. 
Ando according to theſe mens Di- 

vinity, the meaſure of St. Pax!'s Vertue 

and Obedience, and of every Kegenerate 

man ſhall be the ſame with the Pagaz's 

in LaFantins, Medeas 1n Enripides, and 

Lesbonicws's 1n Plautus. —_ 
The Pagan, Volo equidem non peccare, _ ——_ led 

ſed vincor, &c. In good truth, I wonld vincor zindu- 

not (in but Tam overcome, I am cloatk'd pay = 
. Tag | gils 

with frail and weak, fleſh, 'tis that which & imbecila: 

luſts, grievs, and fears to die therefore cf wy 

T am led unwillingly, and 1 do ſin, not oo 

that T would, but T am compelled. I do per- dolet,que mori 

ceive T do fin 5 but that ſrailty whereto pea vero t 

T cannot reſiſt doth neceſſarily enforce me & pecco, non : 


ts it . quia volo, ſed 
4 uia Cogor 3 
So Medea 3 frnnions A 
ipſe peccuye 
[bw frn- 


Kai pzarIa'ra wh 372 Sear mine wars, gilitatis impel> 


Oval; 5 wpercowy oo 229%] Bur miruy, lit,cui repmgna- 
re non poſſmry 
1, 4.0.24, 


©. 


Ecquod benefi- 
cinmilud 
qu0ed rantas Apeſtolo grates expreſſit ? an quod in tants eum peccati ſer- 
vitute detineri neceſſe fuit ? boc vero mibi equidem probari nillo patto 
potefl. Egoigitur, inquit, pariter ingentes patri luminum ago gratias, 
quod mibi nunc ab errore liberato veritatis ſue lucem adoriri voluit. 

wverance 
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T wery well underſtand the horrid Crime: 
I am about to actompliſh 5 but my paſſion 
is too hard for ty reaſon; 


So Lesbonicus 5 


Scibam ut eſſe me deceret 5 facere non 
quibam miſer. 

Tta vi Veneris vinFus miſer, otio ca- 
ptus in ſraudem incidi. 


I know what becomes wwe, but wretch thai 
Tam,T cannot doit; Tam ſo taken with 
luſt and idlenef, it is that deceives me. 
But to this place I fay no more, but 
only obſerve that memorable accident 
which befel the famous Nicolas Zitini- 
#s, who was put up by a Synod of the 
Reformed to explicate that Paragraph 
of St. Parl, agreably to the. modern 
ſence of our Gereverſian Maſters 3 and 
he did, faith a noble Author, eo Conc:lio 
rem ſtrenue aggredi, briskly undertake the 
deſign : but at length coming to thoſe 
words, T7 thank God threugh our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, he\it attonito fimilis, was 
aſtoniſhed, But after he had recolleGed 
himſelf, he broke out into theſe words: 
Ecqua vero eſt iſta liberatio £ What deli- 


% 
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verance is that? What benefit is that 
which drew ſo great thank fulneſS front 
him 2 was it that he was neceſſarily detain- 
ed under ſo great bondage unto ſin © I can 
by no means think ſo 5 therefore,quoth he, 
[ give all poſſuble thanks to the Father of 
Lights, who hath now cauſed the light of 
truth to ariſe upon and deliver me from my 
error. | 
But whilſt Zealots and high pretendets 
to Religion, do againlt the ſence of 
firſt and beſt Ages of the Church, depre- 
tiate and vilifle moral honeſty , and 
obtrade ſuch falſhoods as are pure .con- | 
traditions and impoſlibilities, and that &ui iunocents- 
w : . - am coli, Domi- 
with the ſame gravity, authority, and ,";,,i..; 
1mportunity as they do the holy Oracles gui juftitiam, | 
of God, 1t will ſtartle prudent and _ 
conſcientious men; but gratifie the pro- iner,propitias 
phane and atheiſtical Sprrit, who will- Pwm s 9% = 
ingly takes this advantage againſt the reigned. 
whole frame of Religion,as if there were m_ ny 
no truth in it. yn Furr Hg 
hee Dei ſacra ſurit. Sic apud nos religioſior ef8 ils qui FL! oi 
But in vain do I object #zreaſonable- 
neſs to theſe men, who diſclaim the uſe 
of their moſt noble Faculty in their 
atfairs of grezteſt importance 3 and that 
they may be always like themſelves, . _. 
they think they . have reaſon ſo to do. As Myſt _ 
if they had never read, Try all things; 
D hold 


Mr. Chilli ng- 
worth, p, 97. 


Euſeb,l. &, 10, 


L. Viv.de Ver, 
fd lib.6,1.p. 
546+ Lugd. 
B:t.1639, 


Lib.6.de verit. 


Bp. Lad Rl, 
Pp. 74+ 


A Viſitation Sermon. 


bold faſt that which is good 5, believe not 
every ſpirit , but try the ſpirits whether 
they beof God or no be ready to render 
a reaſon of the hope that is in you. Thus 
St. Paul, If the blind lead the blind 
they both fall into the ditch : Why of your 
ſelves do you not judg that which is right, 
ſaith our Lord 2 All which ſpeeches, if 
they do not adviſe men to make uſe 
of their Reaſor in the choice of their 
Religion, ſaith an Excellent perſon (dul- 
ce Decus & Preſidium noſtrum , the 
ſtrength and ornament of our Church) 
F muſt confeſs my ſelf to underitand no- 
thing. It was indeed the ſaying of 4- 
pelles in Euſebins uh Jr 3g iEendCor + Abgey, 
we zmſt' by no means examin the Faith, 
But Ludovicus Vives tells Alfaquinus a 
great truth. Tutiſſummnm mentiendi ge- 
nus eſt nolle rationem eorum que dicas 
reddere : It is the ſafeſt way of lying, to 
refuſe a reaſon of what you do affirm, and 
to intitle God to your dreams. And the 
great Hugo Grotins ſaith, Meritd ſuſpeFa 
merx eſt, que hac lege obtruditur ne inſpici 
poſſit 5 you may juſtly ſuſpeF ſuch wares 
as are fold unto you upon condition you 
may not look, upon them. And a famous 
Prelat of our own Church, would have 
no man think the A/yſteries of Faith 
contradict reaſoz, or the principles 

thereof 
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thereof. And a worthy 'perſon now liv- 
ing, hath plainly told the World that 
That Religion is certainly falſe at the 
bottom, that will not ſuffer at ſelf to be 
enquired into by Reaſon. 

And this was alſo the ſence of other 
men, Who are in reputation for wif- _ 
dom. Melchior Canns ;, Faith is not rc- Ms JO 
pugnant unto Nature but agreeable nnto pugnat, ſed 
tA, nor doth humane and divine reaſon roy yn fone 
diſſent but accord. Each is true , and uz & divina 
one truth is not oppoſite to another ; each of gas mu 
them is fiom God, and God is not contrary \,,,,n yy 


to himſelf. And further he teJls us5 It verum vero as- 
is the cuſtom of unlearned men, ſuch as —_ - 
are Saracens, Pagans, Heretichs, Ut COCA Des, ec {ib 
& temeraria Sex ſux Dogmarta fine ju- ©#1rari«s *# 
"___ > . Dew, NMelc. 
dicto amplectantur, & quz diſquiſitio- cn, c.c.f- 
ne egent maxime, fine ulla diſquiſitio- 358.359: Cv): 
ne recipiant 3 that they ſwallow down *5"'2+15.4: 
without any judgment every fooliſh and 
temerarions Dogma of their own Set, 
and receive without any diſquiſition thoſe 
doFrines that moſt of all need it : And 
after he hath moſt excellently per- 
ſtringed this folly, he oppoſes the di- 
vine method to it, and tells us , the 
Wiſdom of God homines hnumano more 
inftituit & erudit, 1. &. rationales ratio- 
mbns, inſtitutes and inſtruFs men after 
the manner of men ; that is, reaſonable 
D 2 Creas 
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creatures with reaſons, But I ſhall end 
this with the teſtimony of Athanaſens, 
whoſe reaſon 1s as great as his authority, 
he hath a little Tra& on purpoſe a- 
gainſt ſuch as would have bn cr 
d Aus, x jp claro 70 aptrdy 1 a'aperic L. E, 
abſolutely, and never conſider what is or 
is not fit to be believed ; and in the bo- 
dy of that diſcourſe, there 1s one paſ- 
ſage which I cannot but ex{cribe. 'anizes 
ms ow 1, x; ph eEaraw Ti Juveray, i ov putiggyy 1 apindr, 
1 O:f pin0r, 3 rj ovorr nalannny, 3 rj daandaa op 
@wyeY, 5 md 0x0 a x0\s W's 1 bt) pUrRety ap wodtror, 
5 + Lorfeing dy, 1,0, Muſt T believe with- 
out all reaſon £ muſt I not enquire whe- 
ther the notion be poſſible, uſeful or deco- 
row ? whether it begratefulto God, con- 
gruoxs to Nature,and conſonant to Truth £ 
whether it be conſequent ſom the Text, a- 
greeable to the Myſtery, and worthy of Pi- 
ety? Kairinizh® its, What profit is there 
in a Scheme of unintelligible things? or 
like a Parrat or an Eccho to reverberate 
a ſound empty of mindand ſence? 

But this Novelty, amongſt the reſt, 
minds me of the Precept of the Pro- 
phetz Stand in the ways, and ſee, and 
ask for the old paths, where js the good 
way, . and walk therein, and ye fhall find 
reſt for your Souls. 

And here let me mind you my Bre- 
thren 


—— 
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thren of the Clergy, of a Canon of our 
own Church, yet 1n force, ſpeaking of 
Preachers. 

Imprimis vero videbunt ne quid un- 
quam doceant pro concione quod a populo 
religioſe teneri & cred velint, niſt quod 
conſentaneum ſit doFrine weteris aut 
Novi Teſtamenti , quodque ex illa ipſa 
doFrina catholici patres, &* veteres Epi- 
ſcopi collegerint. A Canon which Iread 
many years ſince; but never reſented 
its worth , until by an inſpection into 
ancient divinity I found how different 
it was from that which now reigns in 
our Pulpits and Preſſes. And here let 
me obſerve for the ſervice of my young- 
er Brethren , whoſe reading reaches 
not beyond Geneva ; that thoſe Apples 
of ſtrife couched under the £inquar- 
ticular queſtion, as they are apt to de- 
termine them, are as perfect a piece of 
Nevelliſm as any other notion we con- 
temn under that name at this day. 

He that thinks the liberty of humane 
minds 1s injurious to God's Grace, or 
prejudicial to the faith and comfort of 
Chriſtians, accuſes thoſe famous Mar- 
tyrs Ignatius, Irenens, Juſtin and Cyprian, 
together with Athanaſius, Baſel, Nyſſen, 
Nazianzen , Chryſoſtom, Ambroſe, and 
Jerome of the ſame crime. 
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creatures with reaſons. But I ſhall end 
this with the teſtimony of Athanaſens, 
whole reaſon 1s as great as his authority, 
he hath a little Tra& on purpoſe a- 
gainſt ſuch as would have ty 
& ufo i it d]avosiy 70 aptrdy j a aptnis L E, 
abſolutely, and never conſider what is or 
is not fit to be believed ; and in the bo- 
dy of that diſcourſe, there is one paſl- 
ſage which I cannot but ex{cribe. 'aizus 
msdow ; x, ph Earvow Th Juveray, n opoigyry n apendr, 
1 ©: pin0r, I 13 gvorr wala, i ry dana op 
TITUS. nd 0x07 &'x0Au W", 1 Te pucnety ag wodtor, 
5 + Lorfeing dEvoy, 1.0. Muſt T believe with- 
out all reaſon £ muit I not enquire whe- 
ther the notion be poſſeble, uſeful or deco- 
rows £ whether it begrateful to God, con- 
gruoxs to Nature,and conſonant to Truth ? 
whether it be conſequent ſom the Text, a- 
greeable to the Myſtery, and worthy of Pi- 
ety ? Kairixigh& its, What profit is there 
in a Scheme of unintelligible things? or 
like a Parrat oran Eccho to reverberate 
a ſound empty of mindand ſence ? 

But this Novelty, amongſt the reſt, 
minds me of the Precept of the Pro- 
phet; Stand in the ways, and ſee, and 
ask for the old paths, where js the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye fhall find 
reſt for your Souls. | 

And here let me mind you my Bre- 
thren 
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own Church, yet 1n force, ſpeaking of 


Preachers, 

Imprimis vero videbunt ne quid un- 
quam doceant pro concione quod a populo 
religioſe teneri & credi velint, niſt quod 
conſentaneum ſit doFrine weteris aut 
Novi Teſtamenti , quodque ex illa ipſa 
doFrina catholici patres, @ veteres Epi- 
ſcopi collegerint. A Canon which Iread 
many years ſince; but never reſented 
its worth , until by an inſpection into 
ancient divinity I found how different 
it was from that which now reigns in 
our Pulpits and Preſſes. And here let 
me obſerve for the ſervice of my young- 
er Brethren , whoſe reading reaches 
not beyond Geneva ; that thoſe Apples 
of ſtrife couched under the £inguar- 
ticular queſtion, as they are apt to de- 
termine them, are as perfect a piece of 
Novelliſm as any other notion we con- 
temn under that name at this day. 

He that thinks the liberty of humane 
minds 1s injurious to God's Grace, or 
prejudicial to the faith and comfort of 
Chriſtians , accuſes thoſe famous Mar- 
tyrs Ignatius, Irenens, Juſtin and Cyprian, 
together with Athanaſms, Baſel, Nyſſen, 
Nazianzen , Chryſoſtom, Ambroſe, and 
Jerome of the ſame crime. 
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And farther, let me mind you of the 
Anathmait;, Anathemata of the Synad of Arles. Let 
qni per Dei him be Anathema who ſhall ſay that the 
—_—_ divine Preſcience doth cauſe any man's 
minem deprimi death, That be who periſhed had not 
arzerite win; Lrace enough to be ſaved. That aveſſel 
nathema illt, , 
qui dixera Of diſhonour could not riſe tobe a weſſel 
rMum qui p'ri- of honour. That Chriſt did not die for 
— all men, and would have all men to be 
eſſe poſſe. ſaved. 
Anathema illi, 
qui dixerit Vas contumelia non poſſet aſſurgere nt fit vas in honorem. 
Anathema ili, qui dixerit quod Chriſtus non pro omnibus mortuw fit, 
nec omnes lomines ſalvos eſſe velit, 
I might farther inſtance in the novel 
ſence of that famous Paragraph to the 
Romans, Which asa great mar obſerves, 
no man takes up but he that hath a 
Inſt to ſerve and could calily ſhew you 
that the antient Church were all for 
a Metaſcematiſmus in the words ; and 
that St. A»ſt;z himſclf, when he under- 
ſtood 1t worſt, underſtood it better 
than nis pretended followers now do. 
And thus have I imperfe&ly pointed 
ont the cauſes of the decay of Chriſti- 
an Charity in the World, and the fomes 
of thoſe ſcandalous diſcords which vex 
Chriſtendom at this day, ridente Turcd, 
nee dolente Fud 0. 
And now Tſhall end with a ſuccinct 
Parereſs to you that have vouchſafed 
| your 
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your preſence and patience. And firſt 
to you my Brethren of the Clergy. Me- 
thinks I hear our Lord and Maſter Chriſt 
like another Joſeph beſpeaking his Bre- 
thren, going to their Father to Canaar, 
See that you fall not out by the way. 
Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have peace 
one with another. St. Paul propounds a 
great Queſtion Tis i«ar& wi; mim; Who 
is —_— for theſe things The Pſal- 
miſt thought to waſh the hands in inne- 
cency was an excellent preparation to 
compaſs the Altars of God; and no doubt 
but it would prepare for that wiſdom 
alſo, which would make us meet to wait 
in the SanFuary, My Brethren, much 
of the peace and proſperity of God's 
Church depends upon our vertuous and 
prudent conduct of thoſe affairs con- 
credited to our truſt, We are conſti- 
tuted the Guides of Souls ; and in a 
ſence to bear the Keys of the Kingdvm 
of Heaven; but whilſt it ſrffers violence 
and the violent take it by force, let us 
ſeeto it, that we our ſelves be not ſhut 
Our, 

Let us remember the Age we lve 
in, 'tis ice : Many will not drink the 
waters of life, if offered to them 1inan 
unclean Chalice ; they will not take the 
moſt medicinal doſe, if ir be prepared 
-# 4 with 
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with foul hands. Tt is Philoſophical and 

Rational ; Abfurdities will not go for 

Myſteries 3 weak and indemonltrable 

Propoſitions will not paſs for ſuper- 

natural Veritics; nor humane Prefum- 

ptions, for divine Revelations, Let 

our Niſcourles be ſtrong and uſeful , 

that no prophane wit may ſay of our 

Xibil tradatur Exerciſes, as Galley reproached the do- 

popule niſs quod Ctrine of Moſes and Chriſt 5 it was 
f.S of fl NateuBi aroniden]& , They are indemonſtra- 
wegotium w- ble, I could not read without great 
y. -prncel affection an Obſervation of the learn- 
_ dum conduci- ed DF, Andrews (1n his Concio ad Cle- 

bile, ſaith the 4722 in a Provincial Convocation ) of 
great Eraſmus 'r bh Bf / i "i 
Epife.lib.24, 1ome men who did involare in hunc lo 
Epift. 1. enum, hoc divine ſapientie Solium, and 
fn what does he here? hic ad Clepſydran 
Suooud TemmNe me Coherentia, non coheren- 

tia, fcabra, putida, inſulſa, nec cota, nec 

condita, precipitare ad nauſean uſque, & 

hoc ſcilicet concionari dicitur 5 This 1s to 

preach forſooth 3 too too lively a 

Character of many a Preacher in theſe 

days. Let's for Chriſt ſake fee our Do- 

&rine and our lives be pure and paci- 

tick. If our Doctrines be doubtful and 

litigions, and our Lives be careleſs and 
{candalous', ( but Tle rather uſe the 

words of the pions Author) $7 Do@ri- 

:4 ludibrinm, {t Vita ſcandalum, fortaſſe 
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v0r momento uno, non iu oculi ; ſed ſen- 
lim tamen ſeneſcet, evaneſcet, tendet ad 
interitum Ordo veſter Na' 13 2 wt; Wnt x, ahe- 
zeg, Nay Te add a few words more of 
that good Man from the ſame Paragraph. 
Enimvero niſi vos vobis hac parte cavea- 
tis, optimi Principis gratia, Procerum fa- 
vor, Leeum terror din vobis cavere non 
poterunt. But wailizaugre Well, you ſee 
Purity and Peace is inthe precept of our 
Lord ; the beſt method I know to de- 
rive it into our hearts and lives, is laid 
down in this ſudden diſcourſe ; eſpe- 
cially in that obſervation of the Lears- 
ed King, who would have us diſtin- 
guiſh between Neceſaries and Non-ne- 
cefsaries, and tells us the duty of every 
peaceable Divine is ts explicate,to urge, 
to teach that diſtinfion. 

And for your divertiſement, now and 
then if you ſpent ſome time in Nazien- 
zen's Apology, Chryſoſtom de Sacerdotio, 
and the 81, Paragraph of Mr. Hooker's 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity 3 as you would haye 
no caule to repent your pains, no more 
ſhould I that have put you in remem- 
brance ſoto do. 
 Andnow my Brethren of the Laity, 
let me ſpeak to you in a few words, Tor 
are concerned 1n the Text as well as 
We. Purity and Peacecableneſs becomes 

wr you 
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you, if you will comport with the pre- 
cept of our Lord : have you any pride 
that extimulates and provokes you ſome- 
times, (to uſe the Prophet's expreſſion ) 
to ſtrive with the Prieſt ; and, which 
is worſe, to run from the Communion 
of that Church which bore you on her 
knees, and nouriſhed you with her 
breaſts? have you any Avarice, which 
when you fled from Idols precipitated 
you into Sacrilege ? theſe would be 
ſalted out. Well, Peaceableneſs you ſee 
is your duty, and Purgation in order 
thereunto, Schiſz is the direct contra- 
diction to my Text; and you perceive 
how little reaſon any one hath, ſo to 
requite the Prudence and the Charity of 
that Church, wherein we have had the 
happineſs to be educated. 

Are the conditions of her Communi- 
on ſinful ? Or are you obliged to pro- 
fels that which you believe 1s falſe, or 
practiſe that which you 4zow is ſinful ? 
Let merequeſt in her bchalf, that you 
would not make the Sentiments of eve- 
ry angry Son of hers the meaſures of 
her Charity - or if you ſpy the tokens 
of Avarice, or Ambition on other of her 
Sons, you would not make them the 
meaſures of her Picty. 

What is it that frights you from her 
Com- 
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Commumion # It muſt certainly be re- 
duced to her Doctrine, or her Manners. 
Doth ſhe teach any ſuſpetted Dodtrines? 
what then ? ſhe difclaims infallibility : 
though it may be ſhe is nearer it than 
thoſe that talk loudeſt of it. She gives 
you leave to ſuſpect ; nay deſigns by 
her ſubſcrtptions C{ which yet are not 
required from you ) but an Inſtrument 


of peace 3 if the beſt, and moſt learn- Bps. Loud 
ed ofher Sons do know her mind. Does zremball, 
any of her DoQtrines deſtroy ſalvation 2 S=»drrſov. 


Indeed they of Rome ſay Proteſtancy un- 
repented deſtroys ſalvation 3 but I 
think neither you nor we have cauſe 
to believe them, Well then.,if Salvati- 
on may be had with us, Take heed 
you don't run the hazard of it by an 
unneceſlary Separation from them here, 
whom ( if ever you come to heaven ) 
you mult accompany hereafter. But 
are her manners defective 2 what do 
you mean ? She teaches youto believe 
by the Apoſtles Creed , to pray by the 
Example of her Lord, and to live by 
the Precepts of her Saviour. 

But you ſee ſome indications of car- 
nality upon her Children; like enough 3 
and ſo you might in the Children of A- 
poſtolick Churches , and may in the 
moſt confident pretenders to the moſt 
primitive 
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primitive Reformation. I have done. 
Methinks you ſhould grant me, that e- 
ven in our Communion you may be as 
holy and as humble, as meek and as mer- 
ciful, as pure and as peaceable, as perfect 
imitatours of the Divine Nature, as ar- 
dent lovers of God and your Neighbour as 
will comport with the Commandement, 
and entitle you to the Promiſe, which 
is ETERNAL LIFE. 


Now to the King Eternal, Tn- 
mortal, Inviſible, the only wiſe God 
be Honour and Glory for ever and 


for ever. Amen. 
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1 Tim. 6. 3, 4, 5- 


If any man teach otherwiſe, and con- 
ſent not to wholeſom words, even the 
words of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, and to 
the DoFrine which is according to Godli- 
neſs; he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about queſtions and ſtrifes of 
words ; whereof cometh envy, and ſtrife, 
railings, evil ſurmiſtings, perverſe diſpu- 
tings of, men of corrupt minds, and de- 
ſtitute of the truth; ſuppoſing that gain is 
godlinef. 


Rom that day St. Pax! wrote thus, 

till this, no age of the Church 

hath been more concerned in this 
diſcourſe, than that we now live in: 
Such 2ovelty of Opinions, ſo diſſervice- 
able, 'or at leaſt#nſerviceable to the ends 
and deſign of our Lord in the World, 
and fo influenced by our Secular inter- 
eſts., having obtained , that not only 
the SuperſtraFions of Religion, but the 
very Foundations have been, and are 
in very great danger 3 whilſt _ a- 
10n 


(48) 
Qion cries up the Church and her In- 
fallibility, and another liſtens to the 
whiſpers of they nor we know what 
kind of Spirit, no leſs infallible. Whilſt 
man's Altar is ſet by the Altars of God; 
whilſt Extraſcriptural Tradition 1s re- 
ceived with ar equal, if not with ſuper- 
lative afeFion of piety and reverence ; 
whilſt that zzeek and humble, pure,” peace- 
able and charitable deſign of our Lord to 
compleat the happineſs of our humane 
Natures, and Societies, is become a Se- 
minary of many wvexations , indetermi- 
able, and fruitleſs Controverſies, from 
whence come ervy, ſtrife, heart-burnings, 
jealouſee, and exaſperation of parties, 
the introduTion of . Fattions and Na- 
tional quarrels, and conſequently all 
the calamities of war and devaltation. 
The Remedying of which miſchiefs 
would be worthy the Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue of the bei# and wiſeſs men in the 
World. Our Apoftle you ſee concerns 
himſelf in the caſe, and forbears not 
to reproach to the unhappy Contrivers 
of them, Pride, Tghorance , Corruption. 
and deſtitution of the Truth : and nor 
only ſo, but by pointing out the rocks 
whereon they ſplit, direCts us to ſteer a 
ſafer courſe. | 
You ſee they taught otherwiſe , 
another 


NT EROS a” my Tt++S 2wW 7'# 2: *" 


The Second Sermon. 49 


another Goſpel ; and ſo intitled them- ine» 4'-#- 
ſelves toan Apoſtolical Curſe Galat, 1, 7**': 
8,9. The Galatians did antiquum ob- 

tinere, always like themſelves. Tis part 

of the Character Ceſar gives the Ga//;, 

whence are theſe Galate 5 They were tcaiondi 
(faith he) very variable it their counſels, —_—_— fuiſſe 
and ftudiows of novelties: which might 4; wan,us 
have ſome influence on their ſo ſudden rebus uinifſe, 
departure from him that called them 
to another Goſpel 5 which yet is not 
another 3 for they introduced only an  ,, . 
Inſtitution, or two,Circumciſior, and the jv ran, 
Obſervation of days. But as he that ſhall Aw. Chyf. 
clip away a little of the Royal flamp, a- "* 
dulterates the whole money 3 even ſo he 
that ſubverts but a little of the ſound 3* tyirnin- 
faith, corrupts the whole : And that is  __ 
never done with more caſe, and grea- Alec: 
ter danger, than when we miſtake our 
Principles. A little diſtance, and almoſt 
undiſcernable near the Center, may be 
a vaſt one at the circumference ; which 
is the reaſon the 4poſtle fo ſoon recalls 
us to wholſom words , even words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Dodrine 
which is according to Godlinef. And 
frotri thence we are taught, 
1. Thatthe ly Ale of a Chriſtian's 

faith and life is the Dodrine of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

[oy 2, That 
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2. That the Dofqrine of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles is not a 
Speculative but a Practical Doctrine. 

3. And which will follow from both); 
The raiſing of 0pinions, belide the Do- 
qrine of our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
and which have no good influence upon 
the lives of men, 1s the effe& of Pride, 
Ignorance, Corruption and deftitution 
of Truth ; and the cauſe of Envy, 
Strife, Reproachings , Sufpicions , and 
perverſe Diſputings. Ofthelſe ſuccinct- 
Iy. 
The only Rule of — faith, 

ertul.de Preſario, 0 6. 2nd life is the Doctrine of 
—_ = C yo — rr our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and 
027mm 0 we nec eligere qued his Apoſtles. St. Peter would 
_— yo ſue induxe- ave him that ſpeaks , 4s 
Autltores, qui nec ipſs uicquam the Oracles of God, 7.c, with- 
ms * Gt way gre jnince- out Addition , Subtraction, 
Chrifto diſciplimam Fleltte Na- Or Alteration : For the A4- 
te ym mug . Ppoſiles were Miniſters of 
#4 #5 62008 Ore Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
 Myſtertes of God. Now 'tis required 

1 Eor.4.1. of Stewards that they be found faith- 
Ats20.20, full. St. Pawl was not wont to with- 
27. ' hold any thing profitable from them, but 
to declare the whole Counſel of God. 
And Moſes , ſpeaking of our Saviour , 
truly ſaid unto the Fathers, A Prophet 
ſhall the Lord your God raiſe-up unto yon, 
; 0 
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of your Brethren. like unto me, him ſhall. As 3-22, 
ye hear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall 
ſay to. you 5 and the voice from the 
cloud telling us, he was the beloved 
Son of God, commands us to hear hin. 
Why elſe are we bid to ſeerch the Scri- 
ptures 2 are faid to have Moſes and the 
Prophets £ Why did St. Pau! think it a 
juſt and fult defence of himſelf, to lay, 
After the way which they call hereſie, 
ſoworſhip I the God of my. Fathers 3 
believing all things which arc written A& 24-14 
in the Law and the Prophets, : 

But, bere I expe&t the objections of 
the old Gnoſticks, decliners of the Seri- Lacifugs Sert: 
prure , as Tertullian calls them 3 when 2enarmms, Ta0- 
they are reproved out of the Scriptures, ful.ds _c.47+ 


1 accuſatio- 


they accuſe the Scriptures themſelves 3 ,;,, jpjarum 


either they want ſufficient Authority, or Scripturarum 
are hard to be underſtood, or imperfe(F minis 
without Tradition, not written, but oral 

becauſe St. Pal ſaid, We ſpeak wiſdom 

among them that are perfeF, So Clemens. j,,,,.... 
of Alexandrjatells us of ſome who did murane | 
patch together falſe and feigned do- der an. 


Luke 9.35. 


AS THATE.f» 
Frines, that with very good reaſon they 147. 
might refuſe the Scriptures. Lows, 


But when God's Church had explod- 
ed thoſe conceits, the Romaniſt riles up 
againſt the Word, Scriptures, faith he, 
be not meceſſary;nor written by divine com- 

E 2 mand ; 
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mand ; are imperfeF, obſcure 5 that we 
have no orig#;:al Books, and ſuch as we 
have be corrupted 5 and ſome others 
( quos dicere nolo ) 1imagin that they 
can ſpeak better than the Wiſdom and 
Spirit of God ; and notwithſtanding St. 
Pal hath told us the Scripture is wſe- 
1.Tim.3.1% fu] for reproof 3 yet theſe men are pleal- 
cd to take up what Timothy was to a- 


Profanas Vocrum novitates. 


So 4mbr and the vulgar La-- 


tin.Chryſefom,as Theophylat in- 
timates 2g4105oyicy , thoug 
there is as little difference in 
the ſence as the found, All 
new terms, i.e, poſtnate to the 
ſealing of the Canon in mat- 
ters of faith being vain and 
empty, asto the eſtabliſhing 
any one Article in it, 


void , the introdugion of 
New and Extra-ſcriptural 
words for the more effectu- 
al reproving of Hereticks 
forſooth 5 as if he could be 
an Heretick who did re- 
ceive the whole Scripture as 
his oly Rule of Chriſtian 
faith and life. But if that 


be the Rule (which is the language of 
the whole Reformation) it muſt be fo 


54. 


pretation 5 


chiliogworth complete that it needs no addition, as 
well as ſo evidezt that it needs no inter- 


for both theſe we are affured 


are properties requiſite to a perfect 
Rule, Tis a ſtrange piece of arrogance 
to think we can ſpeak of God, or the 
things of God better than he himſelf 
Xwn Dew © hath ſpoken. Cannot he that fram'd 


mentis © vocts 


& lingue Ani- 1C ind, the voice, the tongue, ſpeak ap- 
fex,diſertt l-- poſitly £ Yes ſure, divine Providence took 
9" nn Pf? care that thoſe things which were di- 


vine 
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vine ſhould be clear, that all might un- 
derſtand what things he ſpake to them 
all. And —_—_— having very much 
urged the reading of the holy Scriptures, 
atlength meets that objef#ion, What if 
we do not unierftand the things we read 
there £ He anſwers, 'Tis not poſſzble you 
ſhould be equally ignorant of all things 
therein. For the grace of the Spirit hath 
ſo diſpoſed matters therein that Publicans 
and Fiſhers, and Tent-makers, and Shep- 
herds , and Ruſticks, and Ideots , and 
Illiterate, did compoſe the books 5, So that 
the moſt Idiotick, ſoul cannot excuſe him- 
ſelf on this account 5 things being plain 
enough to be ſeen, that mechanick, Ser- 
vants,and Women, and the worſt educated 
may receive great benefit by them. Theſe 
things were not compoſed for vain glory, 
but for the ſalvation of ſuch_as ſhould hear 
them. Gentile Philoſophers indeed, and 
Rhetoricians and Writers, not conſulting 
the publick good, but their own reputati- 
on, delivered the moſt uſeful notions in 
their uſual obſcurity. But Prophets and 
Apoſtles take the very contrary courſe 3 
their clear and manifeit notions they ex- 
plicated to all min, as became the com- 
mon teachers of the whole World. $0 
that every man of himſelf may by reading 
only underſtand the things that are ſaid 
E 3 | 
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in theſe books. And afterwards on oc- 
cafion of the Exnuch's reading the Pro- 
phet, he vehemenely recommends a di- 
ligent reading of the holy Books. He 
tells us how the reading of them de- 
fends us againſt fins; the ignorance f 
them 1s a dangerous Precipice, and deep 
Abyſs. A great hazard it is of our Sal- 
vation to be ignorant of the Scriptures. 
ren y aighis This is it that ittroduces Hereſtes into our 


ETIX&, T6790 4; ph 4 ; 
a deedag. Faith, Immoralities into our lives, and 


pero 70na7s cauſes great confuſion in matters of Re- 


T7810 79 & tt dns T's 
Nl matey, tigron. Tis the negle@, or contempt of 


Cyp.de lapſu, Scripture is cauſe of hereſte.” 

Eccleſia non 

Jungitur, qui ab Evangelio ſeparatur. Aufer hereticis que cum ethnicis 
{rprunt , wt de Scripturis ſolis queſtiones ſuas ſiſtent, & flare non 
Forerunt, Tertul, 


cage] So that weſay as Anuitin, All things 
er nai appertaining to Faith and Life are mo$t 


que apert? in ; . ; 
Scriptara poſits evidently contained in the Scriptures. 
Juns, invent Arq again elſewhere he tells us, it hath 
ia omnia que . h 

continent fidem the ſome notions in promptis, that it hath 


moreſque vi- 131 reconditis, in the mot clear, as it bas 


Epift. . 
vey Fr in the mot obſcure places. 
Iren. 4.2.47. So Irenews long before him, Obſcure 


c.46, In aperts 


& Gas embiew- placesare confonant to plain ones. He 


irate, & fmeli. tells us the whole Scriptures Prophetick 
ver ab omnibus and Apoſtolical, arc evident without am- 
audiri poſſint. 


Tom,8.ia pf, bignity 5 and may indifferently be read 
us, by all, 


Saint 
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Saint Hierom faith, to deny the per- Epiſt.ad Cor. 
ſpicuity of the holy Scriptures, is all one ** 
or worſe than wholly to ſuperſede their 

ſe. So thought the Orator. 'Tis bet- Mtn oeſs 
ue g , tixs oft quam 
ter tobe ſilent, than ſo to ſpeak, as none qnod nemo in- 
underſtand you. But we will end this En 
notion With the teſtimony of St. Paz/, 
If our Goſpel be hid it is hid to them that 
are loſt, 1. e. tothem who have deſerv'd 
to periſh, 

In vain then do they cry the Church, 
the Chxarch, Decrees of Conncels, or Ca- 
thedral deciſtons. Let us not hear,faith 
Auitin, Hec «dico, hec dicis, but hec di- 
cit Dominus. Nor will I plead the Ni- 
cene, or you the Council of Ariminum 3 
or will T be concluded by this, nor you by 
that, but by authority of Scriptures, not 
proper #or partial to any ſide, but witneſſes 1g; 11.4. 
indifferent to both ſides 5 that matter unitat,Ecel. 
may contend with matter , cauſe with ©3- 
ceaſe, and reaſon with reaſon. 

O Optatxs : Between your licet and 
our 202 licet, the mind of the people flu- 
GFuates 5 no one believes either you or ws, 
but we are all contentious 3 In this caſe. 
we muit look out for a Judge. If Chri- Yuid t: Cels 
ſtians, they are partial ;, if Pagans, igno- — 
rant 5 Jews , they are enemies. Since OED 


then none in Earth, let us to Heaven for Evangelto Te- 
ffament am, 


4 Judge, but to what purpoſe knock, we at \\\, .. 
E 4 


Ca- 


1 Cor. 4.3» 
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heaven gates, ſeeing wt have his laſt Will 
and Teſtament in the Goſpel. So that the 
Infallibility of the Church was not 
thought on in thoſe days And for the 
Spirit, Tle give you my ſence in the 
words of a very learned atid pious 
man. 
&« As for thoſe marvellous diſcourſes 
&* of ſome, fram'd upon preſumption of 
< the Spirit's help in private, in judging 
* or interpreting of difficult places of 
< Scripture ; I muſt needs confeſs I have 
« often wandered at the boldneſs of 
*them. The Spirit is a thing of dark 
* and ſecret operation 3 the rhanner of it 
* none can deſcry : as underminers are 
© never ſeen till they have wrought 
© their purpoſe 3 ſo the Spirit is never 
<* perceived but by its effefts, The ef- 
" Feds of the Spirit, fo far as they con- 
*cern knowledge and inſtrufion, are 
* not particular informations for reſo- 
< lution in any doubtful caſe, ( for this 
* were plain Revelation : ) but as the 
* Angel that was ſent unto Cornelius in- 
* forms him not, but ſends him to Peter 
* to ſchool 5 ſo the Spirit teaches not, but 
« ſtirsup in us a defire to learn, A de- 
< fire tolearn makes us thirſt after the 
* means ; and pious ſedulity and care- 
<* fulneſs makes us watchful in the 
| | « choice 
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© choice, and diligent in the uſe of our 
© means. The promiſe to the Apoſtles 
© of the Spirit which ſhould lead them 
© into all truth, was made good unto 
* them by private and ſecret informing 
* their underſtandings, with the know- 
*ledge of high and heavenly Myſteries, 
* which as yet had never entred into 
* the conceit of any man 3 if the fame 
* promiſe be made to us, it 1s fulfilled 
* after another manner. For what was 
< written by Revelation in their hearts, 
© for our inſtruion they have written 
«in their Books to ns for information ; 
* otherwiſe than out of thoſe Books 
© the Spirit ſpeaks not. When the Spi- 
© rit regenerates a man, it infuſes no 
* knowledge of any point of Faith , 
< but ſends him to the Scriptures; fo 
<*© when it ſtirs him up to newneſs of 
« life, it doth not exhibit to him an 
<* inventory of his fins, but ſuppoſes 
*them known by the light of Nature, 
© oor ſends him to the Rule of lite. 
* More than this in the ordinary pro- 
* ceeding of the Holy Spirit, in matter 
© of inſtru&ion, I could never deſcry. 
So that to ſpeak of the help of the Spi- 
rit in private, either in dijudicating or 
interpreting of Scripture , is to ſpeak 


they know not what. So he. And 1n- 
| deed 
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Mr. Fs. Hales. 
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deed the Spirit of God now-a-days 
works but by men, and is ſecret in its 
operation to themſelves, and no way 
evident to others, but by its effects in 
Reaſon, or Diſcourſe, which are nor dif- 
ferent from reaſon it ſelf. The Spirit 
ſupplants no man's reaſon on Scriptures. 
Further, it is a dangerous principle, and 
at long run levelling;it makes a/ Do@ors, 
Dotards, Popes, ih: and ſerves for all 
deſigns, abſurdities , or contradiGions ; 
ſo that we have nothing ordinary now 
to argue from , which is abſolutely 
divine , but the very Dodrine of the 
Scripture 1n its own proper ſence. 

And whoſoever, without prejudice or 
partiality, ſhall take a view of that, as 


See anexcel- 1t 19 laid down there, will eaſily per- 


lent Sermon 
of the moſt 


ceive, there is nodeſign to fill our heads 


learned and With empty, and xſeleff opinions 3 but 
pious Dr.C.on Pty eſe 11 p1nians 5 
- — 


to reform the marzers of Mankind, and 
to advance Vertue in the World. For 
which reaſon, the Scriptures being po- 
pularly written, and deſcending to wul- 
gar capacities, take themſelves _ 
ther unconcerned in any accurate de- 
terminations of meer ſpeculative Ar- 
ticles. For example ; they do not re- 
preſent God Almighty to us ashe 1s in 
himſelf, but as he 1s towards us , viz. 
One, Eternal, Jus, IViſe, and Omnipotent 
God ; 
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God ; but in condeſcention to our ca- 
pacities, he 1s repreſented with the af- 
fetions and members of a man , con- 
fined to a place; and his Eternity is R——_ 
craſly deſcribed by being before the Trane 
World, as his Immenſity by filling the lus aliquano 
Heaven and the Earth. And therefore ene nb nn-ns 
it is that thoſe divine Authors, 1ntreat- liter extant a- 
ing not profeſſedly of the Nature of —_——_— 
Spirits, of the intermediate State nam extent, an 
of the dead, of Infants, ofthe Heathen, J1=-»tur im- 
"pt mortalitatis 

of Antemundane durations , or Extra- ,1rja,au impi- 
mundane ſpaces, have no ways aſſiſted # anime jam 
our curioſity , in thoſe or ſuch like dif- |"; in his 
quiſitions. But on the other fide they dedicatory of 
tell us, To do judgment and juſtice, to wt 
judge the cauſe of the poor and needy, jer.22.16. 
is to know the Lord : fo be a ſon of Be- 
lial is not to know him ; that the ſear Job28.28. 
of the Lord is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil is underſtanding 5 and St. 
John repreſents Charity to be the know- 190-47: 
ledge of God. 

You will further perceive that the 
ſcope of the Goſpel was, 

1. To break down the Partition wall 
between Jew and Gentile. 

2. To ſcourup the Old Law, and fill 
up its wacuities , which the Scripture 
calls Self-denial, Repentance, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Charity , Obedience, mainly 


inſiſted 


ARﬀs 15. 


Luke 24.44» 
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ry on in the Sermon on the Mount, 
An 

3. To declare the remiflton of fins 
to penitents, 7.e. ſuch as reform them- 
{elves according to the Law aforeſaid, 
which ſupports our hope, in place of 
the Ceremonial expiatory Sacrifices. 

The firſt of theſe was laſt inſiſted up- 
on as well became the prudence of our 
Lord.,and was the occaſion of that Coun- 
cel at Jeruſalem, and of ſeveral diſcour- 
ſes, and of ſome Writings of St. Paxl. 
But the ſecond and third were the firſt 
and common argument of the Bapti?, 
our Lord, and his Apoſtles by commiſh- 
on from him 3 Repentance Br refe- 
rence to the Moral Law, and Remiſhon 
of fins ſuperſeding the Moſaick expia- 
tions. This being the main ſubſtance 
of that form of Prayer, by which he 
aſſiſts us in our duty : and ſumming up 
his deſegr in coming into the World to 
kis Diſciples after his ReſurreQion, tells 
them, all things muſt be fulfilled which 
were written 1n the Law of Moſes , in 
the Prophets, and in the Pſalms concern- 
ing me. That it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, 
and to riſe from the dead the third day 
(that by all thoſe ſigns accompliſhed in 
him, and by him, he might give 
ſufficient aſſurance that he was the Sox 


of 
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of God, and the Saviour of the World ) 
and that Repentance and Remiſſion of ſins 
ſhould be preached 'in his Name among all 


G1 


Hope, and Charity remain, but how ? as 


the Rock which followed 7ſrael, in 1ts 4 


effects 3 ſo their works follow the dead. 
Theſe Vertues ſhall have their reward, 
which the Lord the righteus Judge ſhall 
oive at that day. 

Theſe are main Theological Vertues. 
Faith is as the Eye of Reaſon to direct, 
and Hope as the Food, or the ſpirits to 
chear us 1n this ſpiritual life ; but the 
Way we are to walk, and the main 
work we haveto do is Charity , and 
that anſwers to Repentance. If we 
conlider Chriſtianity as a Plant; Faith 
reſembles the root, Hope the fta/k, but 
the fruit which is principally defign- 
ed is Charity. A right faith is an ex- 
cellent foundation, andif it be opera- 
tive, itisall in all. It guides, and 6 
raiſeth our Hope and Charity 3 for 2 
firm Hope is an exalted degree of Faith 
in things of the ſame nature, and a de- 
gree towards Charity. And this 1s the 
reaſon why the Scripture, ſyppoſing 
man (as he ought to be) to be conſen- 
taneous to himſelf, doth impute that 
{ametimes to Faith, ſometimes to Hope, 

which 


> 
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which 1s more peculiarly, and ultimate- 

ly proper to Charity ; or at leaſt to oxe 

of thele Vertues, that which is but ad- 

equate to all. But now if we compare 

theſe Vertues one with another, and 

ſo ſet them at difference, . (which men 

do too often, and the Scripture for 

our information ſometimes doth). you 

will find Charity, the more final and 

publick Good. The two former, viz. 

Faith and Hope being but means to this 

erad., They determine in our ſclves,but 

this isextended beyond us,even as far as 

toGod, to do him honour, and to do 

our Neighbour good ; the greateſt of 

theſe 1s Charity, faith the Apoſtle 5 not 

only for duration, but for worth and 

dignity too; fruition determines Hope, 

«ove 7 3 and Faith 1s that which bears wp, and 

_—_— ſupports under the uncertainty of things 

Nyſſen p.646. hoped, But when they are obtained , 

> har” Charity remains, ot having any thing 

"am to ſucceed it, Faith is o recommended 

and injoyned for the light it yields,and 

tor the fit it bears ; for there is no 

walking without light, nor no fruit 

Solongasthe yyithout a root, Wherefore our Obedi- 
Church look- ., x 

ed upon her £/7ce 15 built upon our Creed, and the 


Faith as the ; 
foundation of her Obedience, ſhe made good the Title Chriſt 
gives her Can?. 6, of his love, his dove , his wndefiled. Cauſes of de- 


cay of Chriſtian Piety, p.247. Wh 
dil- 


7 
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diſ-believing of ſome Articles, like the 
failing of a foundation, may bring 
down all the ſuperſtructure with it. 
Such is the denyal of the AeſurreFior 
of the dead, or all future rewards, or 
the Alegorizing away the hiſtory of the 
Goſpel; or the making of it like an 
AZſopick, Fable, with a canting #yu9.o 
or an unintelligible Moral hidden un- 
der it. For although St.Paxl ſuppoſes it 
in that enumeration the meaneſt Vertue, 
yet of very great uſe, as the founda- 
tion of an houſe uſually is; the build- 
er chiefly intending its ſtrength 3 for 
the whole Fabrick 1s raiſed upon it. 

If we divide the Goſpel into Laws 
and Miracles, which are the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial parts of it, you will find much 
of the Fliſtory ſpent in proving the 
Divinity of Chrit, that he was the pro- 
miſed Meſſzah of the World 3 the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament being ful- 
filled, and the Types of the Moſaick Law 
having their complement and period 
in him, and fo warranting his Commitſ- 
fion 3 but all the pgs accompliſhed in 
him, and all the wonders wrought by 
him, even his being raiſed from the 
dead (by which the Goſpel which was 1n 
a manner dead, and buried with him, 
reviv'd ) though evidence of his Au- 
thority, 
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which 1s more peculiarly, and ultimate- 
ly proper to Charity 3 or at leaſt to oze 
of theſe Vertues, that which is but ad- 
equate to all, But now if we compare 
theſe Vertues one with another, and 
ſo ſet them at difference, (which men 
do too often, and the Scripture for 
our information ſometimes doth). you 
will find Charity, the more final and 
publick Good. The two former, vis. 
Faith and Hope being but means to this 
end, They determine in our ſ(clves,but 
this isextended beyond us,even as far as 
toGod, to do him honour, and to do 
our Neighbour good ; the greateſt of 
theſe is Charity, faith the Apoſtle 5 not 
only for duration, but for worth and 
dignity too; fruition determines Hope, 
«owe 7 3 and Faith 1s that which bears up, and 
apes ſupports under the uncertainty of things 


a a A. www 
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hag Charity remains, ot having any thing 
U/Mji's | R bs . 
to ſucceed it, Faith is {o recommended 
and injoyned for the light it yields,and 
for the fruit it bears ; for there is no 
walking without light, nor no fruit 
Solongasthe without a root. Wherefore our Obedi- 
Church look- .. : d 
ed upon her £/7ce 18 built upon our Creed, and the 
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foundation of her Obedience, ſhe made good the Title Chriſt 
gives her Can?. 6, of his love, his dove , his wndefiled, Cauſes of de- 
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diſ-believing of ſome Articles, like the 
failing of a foundation, may bring 
down all the ſuperſtructure with it. 
Such is the denyal of the Reſurrefior 
of the dead, or all future rewards, or 
the A/egorizing away the hiſtory of the 
Goſpel; or the making of it like an 
AZſopick, Fable, with a canting #yu9.ov 
or an unintelligible Moral hidden un- 
der it. For although St.Paxl ſuppoſes it 
in that enumeration the meanelt Vertue, 
yet of very great uſe, as the founda- 
tion of an houſe uſually is; the build- 
er chiefly intending its ſtrength 3 for 
the whole Fabrick 1s raiſed upon it. 

If we divide the Goſpel into Laws 
and Miracles, which are the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial parts of it, you will find much 
of the hiſtory ſpent in proving the 
Divinity of Chriit, that he was the pro- 
miſed Meſſzah of the World 3 the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament being ful- 
filled, and the Types of the XMoſaick Law 
having their complement and period 
in him, and ſo warranting his Commiſ- 
fion 3 but all the fgys accompliſhed in 
him, and all the wonders wrought by 
him, even his being raiſed from the 
dead (by which the Goſpel which was in 
a manner dead, and buried with him, 
reviv'd ) thopgh evidence of his Au- 
thority, 
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thority, and principal motives to be- 
lieve on him, yet are neceſlary to be 
known by us only it order to his Do- 
d&rine, as they render his Precepts and 
his Promiſes the more remarkable; as 
it is uſual to ſatisfie our ſelves of the 
validity of a Commiſhon , before we 
yield obedience to it or take orders 
from it. 

It 1s not God's work uponus by theſe 
ſigns and miracles, ſo much as his works 
i671 ;bjoh. Within us or by us, which we ſhall be 
fcitur,wiſ* Judged by; which, becauſe his doctrin re- 
wr real gym, and we cooperate in,are there- 
—_— ore called our works. 
faith Melanc- Now the Dodctrines of Chriftianity 
ehon to F0®- which concern us more nearly are of 
thimus Came- , X 
rarim.Epift, EWO ſorts ; ſuch as fuſtein our Hope, or 
193-PafeT 42- dire(t our Charity. 

Hence the 7. Such as fuſtein our Hope: of them 
Chriſtian Re- we make daily profeſſion 1n the Capi- 
_— iscall- ;,lar, called the Apoſtles Creed, which 
of our hope, particulars are not Articles of ſimple 
Heb.10.23- Belief, lo much as ObjeFs to erect our 
I Pet. 3:15» De. 
2. Such as dire& our Charity, or 0- 
bedience, compriſed in that Dzgei# of 
the Law of Nature, called the Ten 
Commandements, together with ſome 
excellencies and perfeFions of Morality 
ſuperadded by our Lord. 6, 
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So that you perceive Faith and Hope, 
how much ſever is faid in advancing 


them, ſerve only in their places in or- 
der to our main work, which is Charity 
or Obedience. 
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Fides mw/ta 


uletionmm, 
Gror, 


In a word, Repertance, or newnels of 


life is the /ife of Charity 3 and the Ba- 
fir, or the Ground-work of- that, is the 
abrenunciation or denial of our elves. 
Now toa perfect Self-denial, becauſe it 
is ſo thwart” and contradictious to fleſh 
and blood, a very high Faith and Hope 
are requilite : But for the meaſure or 
extent of Faith, or Hope, either in 1um- 
ber of the Articles, or their intenſnef, 
or degree, in ſuch Articles as we believe, 
we conceive we have no abſolute Pre- 
cept at all written, no more than for 
other things which Jeſas did, which are 


Ft multe geu- 
ter barbarorum 


not written-z ſo that they be but ſuf- ſize charta & 


ficient to produce ſincere obedience to the 
Precept of Chriſt. 

Now if we would improve this No- 
tion, let us diligently conſider what 
connexion that Article of Faith hath 
with our Chriſtian pra@ice which is pro- 
pounded to us 3 if it do neither ſupport 
our Hope , nor dire our Obedience. 
Whether it be true, or falſe, be ſure it 
will never make amends for the loſs 
of peace inour Church ;, So that you have 

F here 


atramento ,f:- 

dem fine literis 
crediderunt. 
Iren@us 34+ 


promiſſa habet, 


MIRA Via eſt ad 
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here an Authentick, Standard, by which 
you may take the worth of Opinions. 
If they 1ntirely agree with the Doctrine 
of our Lord, and are miniſterial, and 
ſubſervient to the advancement of Yer- 
zue and Tiety in the lives of men, we 
may well hope they are part of the 
Faith which was #=, at once delivered, 
and 1s worthy to be contended for. But 
if opinions diſſerve the great ends of the 
Goſpel; 1f they render it aninte//igible, 
conſequently incredible ; if they be too 
frequent occaſions of our remiſſneſs, and 
Nackneſ in running the Race of ourChri- 
{tian proteſſion,of our deferring Repent- 
ance and converſion to God, of our fre- 
quent relapſes intoſin,and Security 1n itz 
if they put men in hope of Eternal hap- 
pineſs by any other means, fave only the 
narrow way of lincere and univerſal O- 
bedience, grounded upon a true and 
lively Faith, I fear their fautors and 
promoters, eſpecially if they be con- 
zentious for them,are too too lively cha- 
racterized by pride, ignorance , corru- 
ption and deſtitution of the Truth 5 and I 
could wiſh that nothing had happened 
within our obſervation, to give ys 
caule to ſuſpatt the malignant % nll 
of ſome mens Principles, into their /ives 
and praGiſes ; otherwiſe I do not un- 

> deritand 


i -_ a > wed + tn Ok —_ 7, 3. 
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derſtand how ſuch groff Immoralities 

ſhould be found in conſort with ſuch 
high Profeſſsons. But what elſe muſt we 
expect from them that depretiate Mora- 
lity, and contradiitinguiſh Religion to 
it 3 though St. James hath told us 
Pure Religion and undefiled before God, — 
is to viſit the fatherleſs and the widow, Fel.apud nes 
and to keep thy ſelf unſpotted from the "s/f tle, 
ary) qui juſttor. 

But I expe theſe zealous contenders 

ſhould reſent my elevation and extenu- 

ation of Errors forſooth 3 to whom [le 

only ſay, That when the learned, and pi- 

o#s Abrarh Scultetus had not without 2 

becoming reſentment , refleFed upon the 

Chairs aud Pulpits of Univerſities 4nd 

Churches 5 from whence Satyri, and poi- 

nant inveFives were wont to be ſlung, and 

often againſt iniaginary pany he adds, FO" 

If you ſhew your ſelf but 4 little more 'g <3" 

Stk to Ned, and labonr to re- nd fonts 

duce Churches divided in ſome few Ar- Conmoverſiis 
. , ; evangelicorum 

ticles to an amicable concord, without an ſygiiq; ttc. 

Imperious 4nd Magiſterial deciſſon of 

the Controverſies, you ſhall inſtantly in all 

places be proclaimed an Atheiſt ; it ſeems 

the good man had found it by experi- <%@ ilico 

ence; that you ſhame not forſooth, 1o.joyn Sree 
truth and falſhood , Chriſt 4nd Belial 5 ſcribs. 

mor are we any whit tnollified, faith he, 

Þ 23 it 
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in ſo long atra&# of times nor do we lay 
aſide that inconſtderate Zeal and impoten- 
cy of mind, notwithſtanding the inunda- 
tion of publick calamities which over- 
whelms us ;, but like the Cockles in Xlop, 
rejoyce and ſing while our houſes are on 
fire. So weexult in our Pride and Folly, 
and think by renewing our holy Wars, to 
procure mew Garlands, and Triumphs, 
ever our Brethren, whom we have black- 
ned and deformed with our uncharitable 
Pens, But what ſhall we ſay to that ad- 
mirable Epiſtle of Conſtantine to Alexan- 
der and Arrizs, molt likely not with- 
out the advice and privity of Hoſixs , 
then Biſhop of Corduba, whom the Em- 
perour loved, and truſted much, and 
employed in the delivery of the Let- 
ters, Thus ſumm'd up by an excellent 
Prelate of our own. 

Firſt he calls it, a certain vain piece of 
a Queſtion, ill begun, and more unadui- 
fſedly publiſhed 5 a queſtion which no Law, 
or Eccleſtaſtical Canon defineth 5 a fruit- 
lefs contention, the produd of idle brains, 
a matter ſonice, ſo obſcure, ſo intricate, 
that it was neither to be explicated by the 
Clergy, nor underſtood by the people. A 
diſpute of words, a Defrine inexplicable, 
but moſt dangerous when taught leaſt, 
it introduced diſcord or blaſphemy. Aud 
there- 
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therefore the ObjeFor was raſh, and the 
Anſwerer unadviſed 5 For it concerned 
not the ſubſtance of Faith, or the Worſhip 
of God, or any chief Commandement f 
Scripture 5 and therefore why fſhonld it be 
the matter of diſcord. For though the 
matter be grave, yet becaufe neither 1e- 
ceſſary nor explicable, the contention is 
trifling and toyiſh 5 and therefore as the 
Philoſophers of the ſame SeF, though dif- 
fering in the explication of an opinion 3 
get more love for the nnity of the Profeſſt- 
0n, than diſagree for the difference of 0+ 
pinion, 80 ſhould Chriſtians believe in 
the ſame God, retaining the ſame Faith , 
having the ſame Hopes, oppoſed by the ſame 
Enemies, not fall at variance upon Eun 
diſputes 3, conſidering our underſtandings 
are not all alike, and therefore neither 
can our opinions in ſuch myſterious Ar- 
ticles, So that the matter being of no 
great importance, but vain and'a toy in 
reſpec of the excellent bleſſings of Peace 
and Charity, it were good that Alexan- 
der and Arrius ſhould leave contending, 
keep their opinions to themſelves, ask 
each other forgiveneſs, and give wmtuaf 
Toleration.. So that exceMent Empt- 
rour. 

But Ile end all with one word to 


thoſe 
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thoſe Narrow. men who think a $y. 
ſtem of dry anduleleſs opinions ſervice. 
able enough, if they be but the $£h;b- 
boleth of a Faction ; that St. Paul had 
not ſo learned Chriſt , for he tells us 
that the end of the Commandment, i.e. 
the Goſpel, i Charity ont of a pure heart, 
of a good Conſcience, and of Faith un- 
feigned. 


Now to the King Eternal, &c, 


THE END. 


